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A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE

Jesus made it clear that if you choose to follow Him, you will have to pay the price of
a disciple, and that cost is high. Both the religious and secular worlds persecuted
Jesus and His followers because of His teachings and, they will persecute you, too.
But, the rewards and benefits of being His Disciple are incalculable.

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness
in high places.” Ephesians 6:12

By Michael J. Young, Sr.
Evangelist, Bible Teacher-Pastor
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They said, “Pray this simple prayer with me, and invite Jesus into your heart”. What
followed was anything but simple. I think you might want to know the truth.

This book is intended to explain what it means to be a disciple of Jesus; what it
takes to be His disciple – a true follower; about the rewards of being His disciple,
and, how to overcome your spiritual enemy in this cosmic battle of Spiritual Warfare.

This small book is my meager attempt to set the record straight: Becoming a
disciple of Jesus is difficult, trying and, at time, bewildering, despite what you have
been told. It can be dangerous and expensive. Dangerous in the sense that it will
cost you your life. Expensive in the sense that it will likely cost you everything you
had been beforehand, and, everything you had possessed.

Difficult and dangerous, but, this Journey will be exciting, rewarding, full of purpose
and power. It will give you rewards, worth more than you could even imagine to ask
for.

The destination will astound you. Thousands upon thousands have gladly paid the
price and would do it again.

I invite you to come with me, now, and embark on a Journey into the Kingdom of
God. Along the way, we will take a realistic look at the path Jesus walked; we will
see why He did what He did; we will study His methods and ways; and we will
respond to His calling for us to follow Him.

Michael J. Y oung, Sr.
Evangelist, Bible Teacher-Pastor

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and
covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.”-
Matthew 13:44

https://youtu.be/JPhEEzjU8xQ?t=6
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+9%3A24-25&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+19%3A16-26&version=NASB1995
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TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

PREFACE

PREFACE

I toured the Revolutionary Museum and some American Revolutionary War
battlefield sites in Yorktown, Virginia. The tour guides and docents were
well-informed and helpful. The postings and literature at the various sites which was
written by experts on the Revolutionary war, was also helpful and informative. This
information was written by highly educated and informed people. But, as expert as
these sources seemed to be, none of them could actually wage a war. They could not
implement the tactics of Revolutionary warfare nor could they establish an effective
government in the aftermath of such a war - despite their extensive knowledge. (And,
if you knew anything about the American Revolution, you could spot areas where
American history is being revised by these same people.)

Interesting and disturbing as the tour was, it still reminded me of a funny commercial
where a bank is being robbed and a fellow appearing to be a bank guard is asked
“aren’t you going to do something?” The bank guard answers, saying, “Oh, no. I’m
not a bank GUARD. I’m just a bank MONITOR. I don’t stop bank robberies, I just

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/10/a-tutorial-on-effective-spiritual-warfare/
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report on them.” Much like the experts on the American Revolution, they don’t fight
wars or establish governments, they just report on them.

INTRODUCTION

I sat in on a Church Bible study class and listened, hoping to participate in a study on
“The Beatitudes”. I want to know more about and discuss matters in the Bible. The
problem for me, as it turned out, was that this was a lecture instead of a discussion or
a study. And, it was so far out of context of what Jesus had said, according to the
verses reviewed, that it made little contextual sense.

The second problem for me was that this lecture was also an example of an
*EISEGESIS of scriptures. (*The process of interpreting text in such a way as to
introduce one's own presuppositions, agendas or biases. It is commonly referred to as
“reading into the text”. It is often done to "prove" a preconceived point of concern,
and to provide confirmation bias corresponding with the preconceived interpretation
and any agendas supported by it.”)

The class leader was sincere, but, he taught from a book other than the Bible and only
used the Bible in support of the preconceived ideas from the book he was using as his
source material. It was ‘logical sounding lecture’ using some good Biblical
principles, but, it had little to do with what Jesus was teaching in Matthew chapter
five.

Unfortunately, this is not unusual in this postmodern church era. Jesus’ teachings,
all-to-often, have been reduced to little more than lessons on proper Christian
etiquette and cultural norms framed in Biblical terms. The postmodern church,
all-to-often, views Jesus’ teachings with human logic inculcated upon us by our
present world.

Here is a message from Senior Pastor Trent Casto, of Covenant Church, Naples,
Florida. (I have cued the video to start at 13:00 minutes, at a relevant point. If it does
not start at the 13:00 minute mark, fast-forward to that point)

https://youtu.be/6ZTnF9_fvLY?t=780

(I consider Covenant Naples Church, Pastor Trent Casto and the entire staff as
presenting and "doing" the Gospel of Christ, accurately and effectively. I strongly
recommend this church as a solid Bible based and Bible teaching church)

However, many church leaders and pastors are not capable of actually implementing
or doing what the Bible says, they are just reporting. Oh, they can come close. But,
they are blending a secular worldview with language of the Bible in order to sound
religious. The application of these revised types of religious teachings may be
informative at times, but, they have no Spiritual or practical power to transform

https://youtu.be/6ZTnF9_fvLY?t=780
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individual lives nor to reform cultures, societies and nations. They are presenting a
type of “religious humanism”.

The Teachings of Jesus, on the other hand, are antithetical to worldly standards,
practices and norms. Jesus was crucified as a sacrifice for our sins. But, as far as
the unbelieving world was concerned, it was for His controversial and counter cultural
teachings.

Jesus made it clear that if you choose to follow Him, you will have to pay the price of
a disciple, and that cost is high. Both the religious and secular worlds persecuted
Jesus and His followers because of His teachings. And, they will persecute you, too,
if you choose to be His disciple.

Jesus came to show us the way to Life. He warned that the gate is small and the
way that leads to life is both narrow and difficult, and there are few who find it.

I am making this meager effort, writing an outline of Jesus’ teachings about (1) what
it means to be His disciple, (2) what it takes to be a disciple, a true follower of Jesus
and, (3) about the rewards of being a disciple of Jesus. I pray God will use this plain
and simple language to make it clear for all who would follow Him.

This is the process by which a person is transformed into a Disciple of Jesus:

 God’s Salvation of humankind. The Cost.
 God’s Redemptive purpose. The Course.
 The Baptism Covenant. The Commitment.
 The Sanctification process which every follower of Christ will experience and

have to endure to the end. The Cause.

This teaching can be found in the Gospels of the New Testament. I will use chapter 3
of the book of Matthew and continue through chapter 10. Our final instructions will
be found in chapter twenty-eight of Matthew.

Please bookmark this page for future updates, and pray with me that we don't become
"hearers only" but that we remain "doers of the Word".

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.
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You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)
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EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

INTRODUCTION

FOLLOWING JESUS – WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

Luke 9:57 – “As they were going along the road, someone said to Jesus, “I will

follow you wherever you go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds

of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” To another

he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” And

Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and

proclaim the kingdom of God.” Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me

first say farewell to those at my home.” Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his

hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

We need to know why Jesus came, so we are not distracted and go astray or to follow
false teachers. We need to know what He is teaching and that we are to be the
method, ambassadors if you wish, by which He delivers His message, so we
remember to remain yielded to Him, His purposes and His ways.

Jesus tells us that He came to earth for three primary reasons:

1. “The Son of man came to save that which was lost ”Matthew 18:11

2. “I have come into this world to testify to the Truth” John 18:37

3. “Jesus summoned His twelve disciples, gave them authority, told them to
go and preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand’ and make disciples,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all that I commanded you”. Matthew 10, Matthew 28:19-20

Jesus’ teachings are always the revelation of Truth and are meant to be demonstrated
in and through our lives. This is a primary objective when becoming a disciple of
Jesus and preparing for Spiritual Warfare.

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/11/following-jesus-what-you-need-to-know/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/11/following-jesus-what-you-need-to-know/
http://biblehub.com/luke/9-57.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/18-11.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/18-11.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/18-37.htm
https://biblehub.com/nasb/matthew/10.htm
https://biblehub.com/nasb/matthew/10.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/28-19.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/28-19.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/28-20.htm
https://biblehub.com/nasb/matthew/10.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+28:19-20&version=ESV
https://biblehub.com/john/18-37.htm
https://biblehub.com/romans/12-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/romans/12-2.htm
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Jesus’ method is that, first He teaches; then He demonstrates what He is Teaching;
and completes His Teachings by sending His disciples to apply His Teachings. This
is His method, and it is our pattern, also.

This process, this cycle of ministry, includes (1) “Being Called by God, (2) Being
Saved by God, (3) Being Sanctified by God, (4) Being Taught by God and (5) Being
Sent into the world by God”.

Said another way, we are (1) called by Jesus to become His disciples and when we
respond (2) we will hear His Word, (3) we go with Him and we will watch His
methods and ways, (4) we will learn and apply His teachings, and then (5) we will go
and make disciples of Jesus.

You will see that this training is systematic, rigorous and difficult and, in one sense,
can be life-threatening. In another sense, however, His yoke is easy and, His burden
is light, as you submit yourself to Jesus, He does the work through you. Either way,
it is life changing.

THIS IS THE WAY

By way of His Words, you will begin to literally “Walk by the Spirit of God”. You
will effectively engage in “The struggle against the rulers, powers, and world forces
of darkness and spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places”. And, you
will overcome!

This will take time, dedication and personal discipline, but, the results will astound
you. You will scarcely recognize the person you have become, and the world won’t
know what to do with you, at times. (A word of caution and encouragement: most
who start, will not ‘endure to the end’ of this process. But, I encourage you to
endure. I encourage you to take your lifetime, if that is what is required. It will be
worth your investment, and the rewards are beyond anything, you can imagine.)

The time is now – His return is near. We are about to begin the greatest journey of
our lifetime and in a way you may have never experienced. Let’s place our trust in
Him as we join together and do His Works and greater works as He promised.

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

https://www.whitestone2014.com/copy-of-the-cycle-of-ministry-jesus
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+11:29-30&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+11:29-30&version=NASB1995
https://biblehub.com/galatians/5-25.htm
https://biblehub.com/ephesians/6-12.htm
https://biblehub.com/ephesians/6-12.htm


10

EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

Teaching, Training & Commissioning

THE OUTLINE

Jesus teaches in this order :

1. Jesus speaks Words of instruction
2. Jesus shows the Works
3. Jesus sends the Workers

YOUR PREPARATION

You should prepare by praying for understanding and wisdom; read and study and
apply what you are learning as you go. And above all, endure the training to its
completion. This is the method all his disciples must use. Then, lead by example.

We will use the following rules for study:

1. What is the CONTEXT of the teaching?
2. What does it say?
3. What does it mean?
4. What does it mean to me and you?
5. How can we do it?

We will start our study and training in Matthew chapter three, in order to get the full
instruction and the CONTEXT of the teaching. (NOTE: This is not a Bible study. It
is “a calling, training and a commissioning”.)

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings; Also, click on the Chapter number of Title
to go to the Web Version with Spotify recording)

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/12/teaching-training-commissioning-2/


11

TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Preface - A tutorial on effective spiritual warfare Page 1

Introduction - Following Jesus - What you need to know Page 8

Outline - Teaching Methods & Rules of Study Page 10

Chapter One - Repentance & The Kingdom of Heaven Page 12

Chapter Two - The Judgment, Separation of wheat & chaff Page 15

Chapter Three - The Winnowing Fork & The Threshing Floor (Sanctification) Page 18

Chapter Four - The Water Baptism (The Salvation Covenant) Page 22

Chapter Five - The Baptism of the Holy Spirit & of Fire Page 24

Chapter Six - The Testing (Sanctification demonstrated) Page 26

Chapter Seven - The Sermon Page 29

Chapter Eight - The Message Page 32

Chapter Nine - Your Calling Page 35

Chapter Ten - The Transformation - The making of a disciple of Jesus Page 39

Chapter Eleven - The Standard Page 42

Chapter Twelve - Removing the Obstacles Page 45

(Episode 1) Removing the Obstacle of Anger Page 45

(Episode 2) Removing the Obstacle of Lust Page 47

(Episode 3) Removing the Obstacle of Divorce Page 50

(Episode 4) Removing the Obstacle of Secrecy & Lies Page 54

(Episode 5) Removing the Obstacle of Revenge Page 57

(Episode 6) Removing the Obstacle of Hate Page 60

(Episode 7) Removing the Obstacle of Pride & Hypocrisy Page 63

(Episode 8) Removing the Obstacle of Worry & Anxiety Page 67

(Episode 9) Removing the Obstacle of Being Judgmental Page 70

Chapter Thirteen - Ask, Seek, Knock (Prayer & the Golden Rule) Page 75

Chapter Fourteen - Righteous Judgment Page 78

Chapter Fifteen - The Narrow & the Wide Gates Page 81

Chapter Sixteen - The Tree and its Fruit - False Prophets Page 84

Chapter Seventeen - The Two Foundations Page 87

Chapter Eighteen - The Works of Healing Page 90

(Episode 1) Jesus Demonstrates His Works Page 90

(Episode 2) Jesus Demonstrates His Authority Page 93

(Episode 3) Jesus is the Vine, we are the Branches Page 95

Chapter Nineteen - The Mission. Focus & Commissioning of a Disciple Page 98



12

EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

Teaching, Training & Commissioning

Chapter 1

REPENTANCE & THE KINGDOM

(Please note: The blue text is hyper-linked to teaching details and/or scripture
references.)

Matthew 3:1 says“Now in those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the
wilderness of Judea, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

This is a practical truth, a spiritual truth and a mystery.

The greatest pronouncement and call to readiness for all Christians: “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

The hour has arrived. Final preparations are being made. You must ready yourself for
the Heaven’s final assault upon the earth. Satan is to be defeated and you and I are
part of God’s invading force.

This is not a metaphor. It is not hyperbole. It is the literal call from God through His
Son, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

Repent, in the Biblical sense, literally means, “To change one’s mind; to change one’s
mind for the better” and it comes from two root words which mean, “Hereafter, have
this understanding or perception”.

Repenting is the act of changing your mind which means your mindset, your values,
and your worldview is changed. Some would say you then live by new standards. But
it is much greater than just living by new standards.

A person of sound mind cannot simultaneously think one thing and do another,
repentance results in a complete change of mind and direction of one’s life.

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/12/teaching-training-commissioning-2/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/12/teaching-training-commissioning-2/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+3:1-6&version=NASB1995
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/07/06/repent/
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This is a mystery, an oracle of God. Jesus is saying His Kingdom is at hand – as
close to you as your hand is at the end of your arm. Jesus is telling you, “The
Kingdom of God is within you“. This cannot and must not be minimized. You are
standing at the threshold of “doing the Works of Jesus and even greater works
because He is with The Father”.

Like Joshua and the Israelites, you are in the process of “crossing over into the land
He has promised you, and everywhere the sole of your foot treads is yours, declares
the Lord, and no man will be able to stand before you all the days of your life.”

Matthew3:2 says“For this is the one referred to by Isaiah the prophet when he said,
“THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, ‘MAKE READYTHE WAY
OF THE LORD, MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT!’”

It is our calling to make ready the way of the Lord and to announce it to the
world. We are commissioned to tell everyone to make straight the paths, in their
lives, for His arrival.

Matthew 3:3-6 “Now John himself had a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt
around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalemwas
going out to him, and all Judea and all the district around the Jordan; and they were
being baptized by him in the Jordan River, as they confessed their sins.”

Jesus told all His disciples, then and now, “And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The
kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast
out demons. Freely you received, freely give. “Do not acquire gold, or silver, or
copper for your money belts, or a bag for your journey, or even two coats, or sandals,
or a staff; for the worker is worthy of his support.” These are our instructions to be
followed carefully and exactly.

We must not watch, envy or imitate the postmodern church as it defies the Word of
God, acquiring their gold, entertaining their guests, telling their stories about the Bible
– “always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”

Once we “repent”, new desires move us to a new way of living, new actions, which
are the direct manifestation of the Holy Spirit.

Repentance means it is no longer you or me who lives, but it is Christ, literally, living
in us.

Galatians 2:20 says “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live,
but Christ lives in me”

If you are living in the sin of doubt or fear, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+17:21&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+17:21&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=joshua+1:1-9&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=joshua+1:1-9&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=joshua+1:1-9&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+3:1-6&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+3:1-6&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2 Timothy+3&version=NASB1995
http://biblehub.com/galatians/2-20.htm
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If you are living under the oppression of poverty, sickness, lack or want, “Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

Joshua 1:2 tells us, like the sons of Israel before us, to rise up and cross over!

Matthew 4:24 tells us to “Proclaim the gospel of the kingdom, healing every kind of
disease and every kind of sickness, help all who are ill, those suffering with various
diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics”.

We are on our way, now. Read, study, pray and BE DOERS OF THE WORD: Go,
today, and tell others this exceedingly Good News. “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.”

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=joshua+1:2&version=NASB1995
http://biblehub.com/matthew/4-24.htm
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EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

Teaching, Training & Commissioning

Chapter 2

THE JUDGMENT

It is important to note that, the book of Second Timothy, chapter 3, verse 16 says,
“The Bible is inspired by God”. The word ‘inspired’ comes from the Greek
word, ‘theopneustos’, which means ‘God-breathed’. This verse explains that “the
Bible is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness; so that the man (or woman) of God may be adequate, equipped for
every good work.”

God, speaking through the Bible, is telling us that we are to join Him in this cosmic
battle, of these Last Days. He is telling us how He prepares us for what is already
upon us (as explained by Jesus in Matthew chapter 24), and for the coming Judgment
known as “The Great and Terrible Day of the Lord”, also known as “The Day of the
Lord”.

This narrative is about preparation, instruction and ‘marching orders’, in Spiritual
warfare. It started in Matthew chapter 3 and will continue through Matthew chapter
10 and will conclude in Matthew chapter 28.

Know this: No one will survive these days unless they have come to God by faith in
Christ. And, all who have come to Him by faith and, are known by Him as His Own,
will, and must, participate in this battle. There is no escaping this truth.

Matthew, chapter 3, verses 7 through 10 say, “But when John the Baptist saw
many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You
brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? “Therefore bear
fruit in keeping with repentance; and do not suppose that you can say to yourselves,
‘We have Abraham for our father’; for I say to you that from these stones God is able
to raise up children to Abraham. “The axe is already laid at the root of the trees;

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/13/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-2-2/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/13/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-2-2/
https://biblehub.com/2_timothy/3-16.htm
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/10/05/a-prophecy-for-today/
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/topics/Day-Of-The-Lord
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/topics/Day-Of-The-Lord
http://biblehub.com/matthew/3-7.htm
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/10/02/the-axe-is-laid-a-prophetic-word/
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therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the
fire.“

John the Baptist plainly states that a “wrath in coming”. This is God’s coming
Judgment on the unrighteous which will follow the ongoing war of tribulation and the
days of distress. Ushered in by the culmination of this age, a greater war, will rage in
the realm of The Heavens and upon the earth. Christians, in these Last Days, have
been appointed to participate in the ongoing Battle.

The second step of your preparation for this Spiritual war is a process known as
“Sanctification”. Through sanctification, God will strip away your old life and make
you new – new in your mind, body and spirit – made ready for this warfare and for
service to Him. This is what you can expect to experience when you fully surrender
your life to God, His Purposes and Ways.

Jesus demonstrates this process in the book of Matthew, chapter four. Most of us
may work hard to avoid this most difficult, painful and bewildering process. But,
actually, it is the amazing, supernatural work of God transforming us into His Own,
children of Light.

The phrase, “The axe is already laid at the root of the trees” is found in verse 10,
and, is saying that God’s judgment is now at hand. The prophesied Messiah is
here. It also says, your salvation is at hand, and that, you cannot depend on your
traditions, rituals, good works, heritage or lineage to be saved from the coming
wrath. It is time to repent and bear fruit of Righteousness which is in Jesus the Christ,
for your salvation – or you will perish.

John is pointing the way to Jesus. He baptizes with water for repentance which
requires that you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart
that God raised Him from the dead, so you will be saved and escape the coming wrath;
for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he
confesses, resulting in salvation. For the Scripture says, “WHOEVER BELIEVES IN
HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.”

Footnote: “The axe is already laid at the root of the trees” is a metaphor for the
beginning of the tribulation period. This is an urgent message, necessary for
understanding and wisdom.

Now, you must decide, are you going the way of the Pharisees and the Sadducees,
being wise in your own eyes, only “to be cut down and thrown into the fire”? Or, are
you willing to “bear fruit in keeping with repentance“, and live?

We are on our way, now. Prepare yourselves for His Sanctifying of your life. Read,
study, pray and BE DOERS OF THE WORD: Go, today, and tell others this
exceedingly Good News. “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

https://whitestone2020.com/2020/10/02/the-axe-is-laid-a-prophetic-word/
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/10/09/escape-the-coming-wrath/
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/10/09/escape-the-coming-wrath/
https://whitestone2020.com/when-will-the-tribulation-begin/
https://whitestone2020.com/when-will-the-tribulation-begin/
https://whitestone2020.com/when-does-the-7-years-begin/
https://whitestone2020.com/when-does-the-7-years-begin/
https://whitestone2020.com/when-does-the-7-years-begin/
https://whitestone2020.com/when-does-the-7-years-begin/
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Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)
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EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

Teaching, Training & Commissioning

Chapter 3

THEWINNOWING

Matthew 3:11 “As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is
coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals;

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

His winnowing fork in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing
floor ; and He will gather His wheat into the barn, but, He will burn up the chaff with
unquenchable fire.”

John the Baptist is pronouncing God’s preparations for His final
judgment and assault upon the rulers and against the powers of the
world forces of darkness, and against the spiritual forces of
wickedness, has begun.

These few condensed verses from Matthew outline the fulfillment of prophecy from
the book of Daniel chapter 12 and the books of The Revelation.

Daniel chapter 12, says, “Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard
over the sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as
never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people,
everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued. Many of those who sleep
in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to
disgrace and everlasting contempt. Those who have insight will shine brightly like the
brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness,
like the stars forever and ever.

Daniel replies, and says, “As for me, I heard but could not understand; so I said, “My
lord, what will be the outcome of these events?” Michael the great Prince said, “Go

https://whitestone2020.com/2020/10/11/his-winnowing-fork/
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/10/11/his-winnowing-fork/
http://biblehub.com/matthew/3-11.htm
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/07/03/repent-and-be-baptized-every-one-of-you/
https://whitestone2020.com/the-holy-spirit-and-fire/
https://whitestone2020.com/his-winnowing-fork/
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/10/11/his-winnowing-fork/
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/10/11/his-winnowing-fork/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John 14:3&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalms+1:4-6&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalms+1:4-6&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=daniel+12&version=NASB1995


21

your way, Daniel, for these words are concealed and sealed up until the end
time. Many will be purged, purified and refined, but the wicked will act wickedly;
and none of the wicked will understand, but those who have insight will understand.”

Chapter One, verses 1 through 3, of the Book of the Revelation says, “The Revelation
of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His bond-servants, the things which
must soon take place; and He sent and communicated it by His angel to His
bond-servant John, who testified to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus
Christ, even to all that he saw. Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words
of the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near.”

Matthew is the first book of the New Testament synoptic Gospels. The word gospel
means “good news,” which is the message of forgiveness for sin through the atoning
work of Jesus Christ. It is God’s rescue plan of redemption for those who will trust in
His Son in order to be reconciled to a just and holy God. The essential content of this
saving message is clearly laid out for us in the Bible. But, the “message” doesn’t end
there. Jesus is giving His disciples, then and now, instructions to carry on and
complete His work until He returns to culminate the age.

Chapter three of Matthew gives the context of Jesus’ teachings for the next seven
chapters of the book of Matthew.

The Context is that you are being called, saved, sanctified, taught, trained and sent
into this world as ambassadors of Jesus in order to find and lead the lost to Him; to
testify to the Truth; and to make disciples in His Name.

It is through this CONTEXT, Jesus will teach you on attitude, behavior, rituals and
practices. You will also learn much from the Apostle’s writings. But the core
message is THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST AND HIS MISSION. This is the
Message and Mission above all else.

Here is an outline of the episodes to come, to help us with the CONTEXT of His
teachings and ministry:

GOD IS PREPARING YOU FOR KINGDOM SERVICE AND FOR SPIRITUAL
WARFARE, through the teachings and by the processes of:

1. Repentance & Possessing the Kingdom of Heaven. Matthew chapter 3,
verses 1 through 6.

2. The Coming Judgment and your Separation as Wheat from the
chaff. Matthew Chapter 3, verses 7 through 10.

3. The Winnowing Fork & The Threshing Floor; this will be your process of
Sanctification, explained and the tribulation period, being pictured). Matthew
Chapter 3, verses 11 through 12

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=revelation+1:1-3&version=NASB1995
https://www.gotquestions.org/gospel-message.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/redemption.html
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/10/11/the-holy-spirit-and-fire/
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/10/11/the-holy-spirit-and-fire/
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/10/11/the-holy-spirit-and-fire/
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/10/11/the-holy-spirit-and-fire/
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/10/11/the-holy-spirit-and-fire/
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/10/11/the-holy-spirit-and-fire/
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4. The Water Baptism and The Salvation Covenant. Matthew Chapter 3, verses
14 through 15.

5. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit. Matthew Chapter 3, verses 16 through 17.
6. The Testing of Jesus by the Baptism of the Holy Spirit by Fire. (This is the

process of Sanctification demonstrated by Jesus’ own testing). Matthew
Chapter 4, verses 1 through 11.

7. Jesus’ First Sermon, “Repent for the Kingdom is at Hand”. Matthew Chapter
4, verses 12 through 17.

8. “Jesus is Calling”. Matthew Chapter 4, verses 18 through 22.
9. “The Works of Jesus”. Matthew Chapter 4, verses 23 though 25.
10. “Blessings of loss & persecution”; this is a picture of Salvation and a

description of your completed Sanctification. Matthew Chapter 5, verses 1
through 11.

11. Your completed transformation from a follower of Jesus into a Disciple of
Jesus. Matthew Chapter 5, verses 13 through 16.

12. His Standards of Righteousness for entry into the Kingdom of
Heaven. Matthew Chapter 5, verses 17 through 20.

13. “Removing Obstacles” for entrance to His Kingdom. Matthew Chapter 5,
verses 21 through Chapter 7, verse 6.

(a) Removing the Obstacle of Anger

(b) Removing the Obstacle of Lust

(c) Removing the Obstacle of Divorce

(d) Removing the Obstacle of Secrecy & Lies

(e) Removing the Obstacle of Revenge

(f) Removing the Obstacle of Hate

(g) Removing the Obstacle of Pride & Hypocrisy

(h) Removing the Obstacle of Worry & Anxiety

(i) Removing the Obstacle of Being Judgmental

14. Instruction on “Praying, Asking, Seeking and Knocking” for guidance in the
Kingdom of God. Matthew Chapter 7, verses 7 through 12.

15. “The Two Gates” which lead to life or to destruction. Matthew Chapter 7,
verses 13 through 14.

16. Discernment & about bearing the Righteous Fruit which lead you into the
Kingdom and to Life. Matthew Chapter 7, verses 15 through 23.
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17. The Foundations of God’s Word. Matthew Chapter 7, verses 24 through 27.

18. Jesus’ absolute Authority over heaven and the earth. Matthew Chapter 7,
verse 28 through 29.

19. Jesus’ Authority as demonstrated through miracles and focus of
ministry. Matthew Chapters 8, verse 1 through Chapter 9, verse 38.

20. Jesus’ Final Instructions as His disciple. Matthew Chapter 10, verse 1
through Chapter 11 verse 1.

21. Commissioned to “Go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that I commanded you”. Matthew Chapter 28, verses 16 through 20.

These chapters give us the lens of the CONTEXT through which we must see the
meaning and application of Jesus’ teaching of His Gospel Message.

These Teachings are revolutionary, and we are participants,
revolutionaries on Mission with Jesus, engaged in a Spiritual War.

We are not saved by God for ourselves or for worldly pleasures. We are saved by
God to be in relationship with Him; to be in service to Him; for His purposes and for
His Glory – all to our benefit. One day, when this war concludes, we will walk with
Him in person, again, in the coolness of the evening.

Please, read, pray, study and let’s be “doers of His Word”, just as Jesus is instructing.

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)

https://biblehub.com/nasb/1_peter/1.htm
https://biblehub.com/nasb/revelation/22.htm
https://biblehub.com/nasb/revelation/22.htm
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EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

Teaching, Training & Commissioning

Chapter 4

WATER BAPTISM & THE HOLY SPIRIT

THE SALVATION COVENANT

Matthew 3:13 “Then Jesus arrived fromGalilee at the Jordan coming to John, to
be baptized by him. But John tried to prevent Him, saying, “ I have need to be
baptized by You, and do You come to me?” But Jesus answering said to him, “Permit
it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he
permitted Him.”

This is the record God has preserved for us to read, understand and follow. Once
again, Jesus is leading by example.

Many, if not most Christian churches consider baptism as “an outward sign of an
inward decision”; a reenactment; a sacrament, a religious ceremony or ritual.
But, it is so much more than that and should be considered for what it really means.

Let’s break this down and think on it. First, the Apostle Peter says,

• “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ,
• for the forgiveness of your sins; and,
• you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Baptism, in the name of Jesus Chr ist, is for

• the forgiveness of your sins, and for,
• the Gift of the Holy Spirit.

Secondly, baptism in the Name of Jesus, is an act of obedience to Jesus, for the
Cause of Jesus, resulting in a supernatural event.

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/18/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-4/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/18/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-4/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/18/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-4/
http://biblehub.com/matthew/3-13.htm
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/07/03/repent-and-be-baptized-every-one-of-you/
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/07/03/repent-and-be-baptized-every-one-of-you/
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Baptism is a Covenant with God. It is a contract, a compact, a treaty and an
agreement; it communicates an understanding, a pledge, a promise, a bond, an
indenture, and a guarantee between you and God.

Baptism is commitment of your body, mind and spirit with God the Father, God
the Son and God the Holy Spirit. This is serious business.

Thirdly, baptism in the Name of Jesus Christ is a natural reenactment of supreme
importance, with deep significance. Baptism is Contract in Blood which ignites a
series of supernatural events culminating in God the Holy Spirit enveloping and
inhabiting the believer. One means little without the other.

Finally, baptism both signifies and seals your covenant with God. You covenant
with God that you willingly die to your old life, as with Christ, on the cross of
crucifixion. Your old life and your old ways are buried in His empty tomb, as you are
being plunged into the waters of baptism.

THE BAPTISM OF HOLY SPIRIT

Matthew 3:16 says ”After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the
water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending
as a dove and lighting on Him, (v17) and behold, a voice out of the heavens said,
“This is My beloved Son, in whom I amwell-pleased.”

You rise up, out of the waters of baptism, you are born again, to walk in a new life
of freedom, forgiveness and servant-hood to Jesus and His Cause. You agree to
follow and serve God the rest of your life, now, and, into eternity and God seals the
deal with His Holy Spirit of promise.

Having completed your Baptismal Covenant with God, you are now possessed by
the Holy Spirit and considered to have taken your first step into His Kingdom. What
comes next is the trying, and often terrifying, process of being purged, purified and
refined - the beginning of the process of your sanctification.

Jesus is leading the way by His own willingness to be tested. It is by His
example, you will see the process unfold, and you will gain the necessary confidence
as you enter your own testing. God is with us!

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

http://biblehub.com/matthew/3-16.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/3-17.htm
https://whitestone2020.com/the-holy-spirit-and-fire/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+1%3A7-14&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+1%3A7-14&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=daniel+12%3A10&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=daniel+12%3A10&version=NASB1995
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Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)
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EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

Teaching, Training & Commissioning

Chapter 5

THE TESTING - THE BAPTISM OF FIRE

(First came the Baptism of Water, now, of Fire)

Matthew 4:1-11 “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted by the devil. And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then
became hungry. And the tempter came and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God,
command that these stones become bread.” 4 But He answered and said, “It is
written, ‘MAN SHALLNOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUTONEVERYWORD
THAT PROCEEDSOUTOF THE MOUTH OF GOD.’”

Then the devil took Him into the holy city and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the
temple, and said to Him, “ If You are the Son of God, throwYourself down; for it is
written,

‘HE WILL COMMAND HISANGELS CONCERNING YOU’; and
‘ON their HANDS THEYWILL BEARYOU UP,
SO THATYOU WILLNOT STRIKE YOUR FOOTAGAINSTASTONE.’”

Jesus said to him, “On the other hand, it is written, ‘YOU SHALLNOT PUT THE
LORD YOURGOD TO THE TEST.’”

Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the
kingdoms of the world and their glory; and he said to Him, “All these things I will
give You, if You fall down and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go, Satan! For
it is written, ‘YOU SHALLWORSHIP THE LORD YOURGOD, AND SERVE HIM
ONLY.’” Then the devil left Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to
Him.”

This is a demonstration of the process of sanctification, a necessary step in our
preparation to follow Jesus, to do His works and to engage in the inevitable Spiritual
warfare, which awaits us. We will hear more about this in Matthew chapter 5.

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/19/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-5/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/19/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-5/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/19/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-5/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+4%3A1-11&version=NASB1995
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Here, we see “the temptation of Jesus”. Actually, this word “Temptation”, as it is
used here, comes from the Greek word, “peirazó”, which means “a test” or “a trial”.
This is a testing, and a proving trial.

 It is the trial of man’s fidelity, integrity, virtue, constancy; the enticement to
sin, arising from personal desires or from the outward circumstances; In this
case, it is reveal and to remove the obstacles to righteousness of fidelity,
integrity, virtue and constancy.

 In this case it is the temptation by which the devil sought to divert Jesus the
Messiah from his divine errand; Beware, for the devil will seek to divert and
devour you, also.

 It also show the condition of a person, a mental state, by which we are enticed
to sin, or to a lapse from the faith and holiness; In this case it is our training
ground for endurance to holiness.

 This testing comes by the way of adversity, affliction and trouble, sent by God,
serving first, to test or prove one’s character, faith, holiness; secondly for
training and preparation in one’s character, faith and holiness in order to
follow Jesus in completion of His Mission.

 WARNING: Temptation can culminate in rebellion against God, by which
His power and justice are, as it were, put to the proof and challenged to show
themselves. Scriptures warn us that we are not tempt or test God, but, we are
to trust and obey.

Jesus has shown us the way by His testing and by leading the way. He reminds
us that He is faithful and He is with us, wherever He leads. Let’s follow Him
closely!

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)
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EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

Teaching, Training & Commissioning

Chapter 6

THE SERMON

Matthew 4:12-17 “Nowwhen Jesus heard that John had been taken into custody,
He withdrew into Galilee; 13 and leaving Nazareth, He came and settled in
Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. This was to
fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet:

“THE LAND OF ZEBULUNAND THE LAND OF NAPHTALI,
BYTHE WAYOF THE SEA, BEYOND THE JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE

GENTILES—

“THE PEOPLE WHOWERE SITTING INDARKNESS SAWAGREAT LIGHT,
AND THOSE WHO WERE SITTING IN THE LAND AND SHADOWOF

DEATH,
UPONTHEMALIGHTDAWNED.”

From that time Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
is at hand.”

This is, by far, the shortest sermon Jesus ever preached. This is not meant to be just a
recapitulation of Scriptures, nor is it meant to be just a commentary.

We, as Jesus’ disciples, find, contained within these words, the path Jesus carefully
laid out for us ‘to walk therein’.

This is the path of His Authority and of His Works.

 The path of health and healing,
 The path of purpose and of Kingdom conquest.
 This is the path that leads us to the river of the water of life, clear as crystal,

coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb.
 This is the path leading to the healing of the nations where there will no longer be

any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and we, His

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/21/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-6/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/21/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-6/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+4%3A12-17&version=NASB1995
http://biblehub.com/matthew/4-13.htm
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/07/06/repent/
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/07/06/repent/


32

bond-servants, will serve Him and we will see His face, and His name will be on
our foreheads and there will no longer be any night; and we will not have need of
the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine us;
and we will reign forever and ever.

A quick study of a few of the words Jesus used in Matthew 4:17, will
give us additional insight and understanding, when He said ”From that
time Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.”

The word “Began”, from Strong’s Concordance #757, “archo”, means to rule over or
to reign over; to be chief, to lead and to rule. This word tells us that Jesus time was at
hand, to rule and reign over the physical and spiritual world. This is vitally important,
as you will see a little later. We need to remember this.

The word “Preach”, from Strong’s Bible Concordance #2784, “kerusso”, means to
be a herald, to officiate as a herald; The word used here is a word of formality, gravity
and an authority which must be listened to and obeyed; this is something which has
already been done, fir st in the Spir itual realm, then, to be manifest in the natural
wor ld. It is not a general statement nor is it a request. It is a prophetic command.

Jesus, in effect, is binding on earth what has already been bound in heaven.

Jesus then astounds his disciples when He says, in Matthew 6:18, “Truly I say to you,
whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven; and whatever you loose
on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.”

He goes on to teach on “binding and loosing” in Matthew 16:19 “I will give you the
keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

In these verses, Jesus is speaking directly to the apostle Peter and indirectly to the
other apostles, (and subsequently, to future disciples). Jesus’ words meant that Peter,
and all of His future disciples, would have the right to enter the kingdom, and that
through Jesus’, would have general authority symbolized by the possession of the
keys, and that preaching the gospel would be the means of opening the kingdom of
heaven to all believers and shutting it against unbelievers.

The book of Acts shows us this process at work. Peter’s sermon on the day of
Pentecost, found in Acts 2:14-40, Peter opened the door of the kingdom for the first
time.

The expressions “bind” and “loose” were common to Jewish legal phraseology
meaning to declare something forbidden or to declare it allowed.

https://biblehub.com/matthew/18-18.htm
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt 16.19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts 2.14-40
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This is IMPORTANT as we are seeing what Jesus says about the Authority of the
Kingdom and who may enter and what we, as his disciples, are commanded to do in
His Name.

As we move forward in our preparation and training, let’s please remember these
things: It is Jesus who grants His Authority to whom He chooses; It is Jesus who does
His Works through His yielded servants; it is nothing we do of ourselves. And, that
with such a great authority granted to His disciples, there comes even greater
responsibility for our obedience to Him and His Words.

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)
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EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

Teaching, Training & Commissioning

Chapter 7

THE CALL

(Your Calling)

Matthew 4:18-22 "Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two
brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the
sea; for they were fishermen. And He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you
fishers of men.

Immediately they left their nets and followed Him. Going on from there He saw two
other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with
Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and He called them. Immediately they left
the boat and their father, and followed Him.”

Jesus is setting the example for His disciples, present and future. The word used for
“walking”, (peripateo) means to make one’s way, to progress; to make due use of
opportunities; to tread down, to trample, to crush with the feet, is reminiscent of
Psalms 91:11-13, “trampling down the serpent” is demonstrating His Authority.

We must take notice, for by this He is teaching us to be His disciples. We will walk
in His Steps, doing His Works, engaging the battle, as we go.

Jesus is on mission. He was watching for and “saw” (horao = to see with the mind,
to perceive and to know), Peter and Andrew. Jesus saw these men, both with His
eyes and with His Mind. He knew them before he had met them.

So it shall be with us, we are being filled with His Holy Spirit, we shall be watching
for and we will “see” (horao) those to whom we must reach with the Gospel, making
our way, making use of our opportunities, treading down and crushing the enemy with
our feet.

Read the text with me, again. “Peter and Andrew were casting (the Greek word,
‘ballo’ which means ‘to throw or let go of a thing without caring where it falls,

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/22/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-6-2/
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uncertain about the results’). They were casting their net, (from the Greek word,
‘amphiblestron’, which means ‘anything thrown around one to impede one’s motions,
such as chains or a net for fishing’). This is a straight forward statement, on the
surface, however, hidden in the language we see that this word is a good description
of how most people view their lives, in general. “They feel trapped, casting about in
their scattered lives without caring where it falls, uncertain about the results.”

Jesus is calling His disciples, past, present and future, to a life of freedom, to a life
that has purpose, meaning and eternal value.

Jesus called these men to Himself, and He is calling you and me to follow Him, today.
This is an urgent command. Jesus is saying, “Come, Now! It is IMPORTANT that
we remember Jesus was speaking prophetically then and is speaking prophetically to
us, today! He will make you, fashion you into fishers of men!

We are the clay in the Potter’s Hands; once He touches our lives, we are made new,
into His image for His purpose. This is IMPORTANT to grasp.

This word tells us, not only of the urgency of Jesus’ call, but of how the state of our
lives is to be made well off. We will fare well and prosper in our soul, by answering
His call and following Him.

This word is so descriptive that you must take each definition and consider the impact
and importance. You are entering His Kingdom of “royal power, kingship, dominion,
rule. You are being given the right and the authority to serve in His Kingdom; the
royal power of Jesus as the triumphant Messiah and the royal power and dignity
conferred on Christians in the Messiah’s kingdom.”

This is our calling and our role as Christians, Disciples of Jesus,

The definitions of this word are complimentary: To serve, to worship, to heal, to
cure, to restore to health. Jesus heals the whole person, body, mind/will/emotions
and spirit. His healing is complete. We are called to this ministry, we will learn as
His disciples, to do His Works..

Again, Jesus heals the body, the mind, the soul and the spirit of all infirmities. There
is nothing outside the reach of God and we are on mission with Jesus. We cannot
stand idly by and watch. To be His disciple means we join God is what He is already
doing.

I encourage you to study the details of this teaching by clicking this link “In the
Beginning”.

https://whitestone2020.com/2020/12/24/in-the-beginning/
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/12/24/in-the-beginning/
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Study the definitions of the words used, and, apply them to yourself, as you journey
into His Kingdom and prepare yourself to be on Mission with Jesus, engaging in this
Spiritual War.

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)
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EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

Teaching, Training & Commissioning

Chapter 8

THEWORKS

Matthew 4:23-25 “Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of

disease and every kind of sickness among the people.

The news about Him spread throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all
who were ill, those suffering with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics,
paralytics; and He healed them. Large crowds followed Him from Galilee and the
Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judea and from beyond the Jordan.”

WHICH WORKS?

“This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent.”

It is interesting that Jesus commands His disciples (Christians) to do the works that
He has done and even greater works than these. We are to continue in His mission,
using His methods and His ways. (John 14:12, Matthew 10:1).

 This is how we fight this Spiritual war.
 This is how we overcome by the word of our testimony and by the

Blood of the Lamb.
 This is how we endure to the end.

Those following Jesus, misunderstood what He was saying about His Works, and not
much has changed to this day.

For example, a large crowd that had stayed on the far shore, saw that the disciples had
taken the only boat, and they realized Jesus had not gone with them. Several boats
from Tiberias landed near the place where the Lord had blessed the bread and the
people had eaten. So, when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/24/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-8/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/24/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-8/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+4:23-25&version=NASB1995
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/12/24/in-the-beginning/
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/12/24/in-the-beginning/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/04/07/these-works/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14:12&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14:12&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14:12&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+10:1&version=NASB1995
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there, they got into the boats and went across to Capernaum to look for him. They
found him on the other side of the lake and asked, “Rabbi, when did you get here?”

“Jesus answered them and said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because
you saw signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were filled. “Do not work for
the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son
of Man will give to you, for on Him the Father, God, has set His seal.”

“Therefore they said to Him, “What shall we do, so that we may work the works of
God?” Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in
Him whom He has sent.” John 6

It can be a bit confusing, but, take heart. Jesus told us that He has prepared His
Works ahead of time so that we, His disciples, would walk in them. And, He
promised us that He will be with us, in His authority, giving us direction and even
giving us the words we should use. (Matthew 28:16-19, Luke 21:15, Luke 12:12)

Many churches are teaching to do your own good works, in your own ways as if to
say, “those were things they did THEN. But, these are the things we do NOW.

But, NO! Man’s ways are failing. They are failing to engage the enemy . Our
enemies are evil, fear, doubt, hatred, vengeance, lust, poverty, war, disease, sickness
and more.

Here are Jesus’ methods and ways and here is exactly what He has told us to do:

 TESTIFY TO THE TRUTH. John 18:37
 BRING A SWORD, Matthew 10:34
 FULFILL THE LAW, Matthew 5:17
 CALL SINNERS TO REPENTANCE, Mark 2:17
 SAVE THIS WORLD, John 12:47
 CAST FIRE & BRING DIVISION UPON THE EARTH, Luke 12:49-51
 PREACH, SAYING, ‘THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND’,

Matthew 10:7
 HEAL THE SICK, Matthew 10:8
 RAISE THE DEAD, Matthew 10:8
 CLEANSE THE LEPERS, Matthew 10:8
 CAST OUT DEMONS, Matthew 10:8
 MAKE DISCIPLES, BAPTIZE THEM, TEACH THEM, Matthew 28:19-20

And, Jesus said, “And lo, I amwith you always, even to the end of the
age.”

Your Brother and Friend,

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+6&version=NASB1995
https://biblehub.com/ephesians/2-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/ephesians/2-10.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+28:16-19&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+21:15&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+28:16-19&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+21:15&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+12:12&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=galatians+5:19-21&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+18:37&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+10:34&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+5:17&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+2:17&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+12:47&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+12:49-51&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+10:7&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+10:8&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+10:8&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+10:8&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+10:8&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+28:19-20&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+28%3A20&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+28%3A20&version=NASB1995
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Mike Young

PS: Imagine with me, if you will, that the world could witness these works being
performed on a global scale. Don’t you think it would change how the world thinks
and behaves? It’s our job now.

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)
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EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Teaching, Training & Commissioning

Chapter 9

THE BLESSINGS

Matthew 5:1 “When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; and after
He sat down, His disciples came to Him. 2 He opened His mouth and began to teach
them, saying,

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

5 “Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be
satisfied.

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

10 “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all
kinds of evil against you because of Me. 12 “Rejoice and be glad, for your
reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets
who were before you.

It sounds odd that being poor in spirit, mourning, being insulted and persecuted could
be considered a blessing. But, this is the Process of Sanctification which brings the
blessing, which is the fruit of righteousness in one’s life. “Righteousness” as
defined by the Bible, is right standing with God and with man. It produces the fruit

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/25/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-9/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/25/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-9/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/25/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-9/
http://biblehub.com/matthew/5-1.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/5-2.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/5-3.htm
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/04/18/sermon-on-the-mount/
http://biblehub.com/matthew/5-4.htm
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/04/18/sermon-on-the-mount/
http://biblehub.com/matthew/5-5.htm
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/04/18/sermon-on-the-mount/
http://biblehub.com/matthew/5-6.htm
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/04/18/sermon-on-the-mount/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/04/18/sermon-on-the-mount/
http://biblehub.com/matthew/5-7.htm
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/04/18/sermon-on-the-mount/
http://biblehub.com/matthew/5-8.htm
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/04/18/sermon-on-the-mount/
http://biblehub.com/matthew/5-9.htm
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/04/18/sermon-on-the-mount/
http://biblehub.com/matthew/5-10.htm
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/04/18/sermon-on-the-mount/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/04/18/sermon-on-the-mount/
http://biblehub.com/matthew/5-11.htm
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/04/18/sermon-on-the-mount/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/04/18/sermon-on-the-mount/
http://biblehub.com/matthew/5-12.htm
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/04/18/sermon-on-the-mount/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/04/18/sermon-on-the-mount/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/04/18/sermon-on-the-mount/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=galatians+5%3A22-23&version=NASB1995
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of the Holy Spirit of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control.

This is the process by which a person is transformed into a Disciple of Jesus. By
way of His Words,

 You will begin to literally “Walk by the Spirit of God”.
 You will effectively engage in “The struggle against the rulers, powers,

and world forces of darkness and spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly
places”.

 And, you will overcome!

SANCTIFICATION is the process you experience after you fully surrender your life
to God, His Purposes and His Ways. God will, through the work of the Holy Spirit
and through circumstances, strip away your old life and make you into a new
creation. New in your mind, body and spirit.

Sanctify: Is the Greek word, “hagiazo” (hag-ee-ad’-zo), To make holy, consecrate,
sanctify; to dedicate, separate, set apart for God; To purify, make conformable in
character to such dedication; Forensically, to free from guilt.

Holy: (“Sanctify” comes from the word Hagios which means holy; it is a
characteristic of God, to be separated to God, to be worthy of veneration. In the
moral sense of sharing God’s purity: Of pure, clean sacrifices and offerings.

Most of us may work hard to avoid this most difficult, painful and bewildering
process. But, actually, it is the amazing, supernatural work of God transforming us
into His Own, children of Light.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=galatians+5%3A22-23&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=galatians+5%3A22-23&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=galatians+5%3A22-23&version=NASB1995
https://biblehub.com/galatians/5-25.htm
https://biblehub.com/ephesians/6-12.htm
https://biblehub.com/ephesians/6-12.htm
https://biblehub.com/ephesians/6-12.htm
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/04/18/sermon-on-the-mount/
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By the Hand of God and by way of this process, you will become:

Poor in Spirit: Literally, to be crushed in your spirit; to be pinched by toil,
hopelessness and extreme poverty; A beggar with no hope of rescue, on the verge of
death and perishing.

One Who Mourns: “Mourning”. An understandable response upon finding
yourself severely pinched by poverty, reduced to begging; destitute with no influence,
no position; lowly, afflicted and helpless; powerless to change your circumstances for
the better; lacking in anything and terrified.

Gentle in Spirit: You may have now had enough time to reflect on what has
happened and you lapse into a time of quiet, gentle appearing reflection. You
emotions and spirit are quieted for a time.

Hungering & Thirsting for Righteousness: The ‘calm the followed the storm’ in
your soul. The storm of your life behind you, you were actually hungry, in need of
nourishment. It is the same in our spirit. It is usually at this point that we begin to
make life-decisions.

For those being redeemed by the mercies of God, the process is to ‘hunger and thirst
for right thinking and right living’: which is the very definition of Righteousness.

It is through this process that we gain new insights and understanding.

Merciful: The word ‘mercy’ in this verse literally means “kindness or good will
towards the miserable and the afflicted, joined with a desire to help them; of men
towards men: to exercise the virtue of mercy, show one’s self merciful

Pure in Heart: Showing mercy is a sign that our hearts are changing and become
pure in the sight of God. We are being transformed in what we see and in how we
see. We are beginning to see matters as God sees them.

A Peacemaker: A peace will begin to settle over the heart and mind of the redeemed
and sanctified Believer. We, not only begin to experience ‘a peace that passes
understanding’ from our deepening relationship with God, but we begin to
demonstrate and practice that peace of God which earns us the title “sons (and
daughters) of God”. We are being made into His image.

Persecuted for Righteousness: A peace will begin to settle over the heart and mind
of the redeemed and sanctified believer. We, not only begin to experience ‘a peace
that passes understanding’ from our deepening relationship with God, but we begin to
demonstrate and practice that peace of God which earns us the title “sons (and
daughters) of God”. We are being made into His image.
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The Light of the World: This is what “Entire Sanctification” looks like. These
verses should leave the child of God breathless. Jesus tells us in John 8:12 that He
calls Himself, “The Light of the World”, and, again in John 9:5 Jesus says, “As long
as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”

Jesus is now calling you by that name! Truly, in His Image.

Your training is now, well under way. You are being made ready for the Teachings
of The Master. It is now beginning.

“I pray that the eyes of our heart may be enlightened, so that we will know what is the
hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints.”

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

A Note Of Caution: You can resist the sanctifying work of God, and if do, Jesus
tells us in Matthew 5:13 that, “It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown
out and trampled under foot by men.”

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)

http://biblehub.com/john/8-12.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/9-5.htm
 pray that the eyes of your heart [a]may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the [b]saints,
 pray that the eyes of your heart [a]may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the [b]saints,
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EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Teaching, Training & Commissioning

Chapter 10

THE TRANSFORMATION - A DISCIPLE IS MADE

Matthew 5:13-15. “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless,
how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be

thrown out and trampled under foot by men.

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does
anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lamp stand, and it gives light
to all who are in the house. “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they
may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”

You, as a disciple of Jesus, are sitting with Him as He talks to you and teaches you
about the difficulties, and the blessings, of becoming His disciple and entering the
Kingdom of God.

He has just called you, “The Light of the World”. Now, He calls you “salt of the
earth”.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

The most common and important seasoning in Israel was salt, demonstrated by how it
is referenced throughout the Bible, and by how its use was mandated with most
sacrifices (Leviticus 2:13).

You would have been referred to as a person who, like salt, is precious. In Jesus’ day,
salt was a valued commodity. Roman soldiers were sometimes paid with salt, giving
rise to the phrase “worth his salt.”

Jesus is saying that, like salt, you, His disciple, would have a preserving influence.
Salt was used to preserve and to slow decay. Likewise, Christians should have a
preserving influence on their culture.

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/26/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-10/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/26/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-10/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/04/18/sermon-on-the-mount/
https://biblehub.com/leviticus/2-13.htm
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Disciples, like salt, should add flavor to their community, making the earth a purer
and more palatable place to live.

This is one of the tactical maneuvers of our Spiritual warfare.

Then, without pausing, He looks directly at you and says, “But, if the salt has become
tasteless, how can it be made salty again?”

The word “tasteless” was a familiar word to the Jewish audience of that day as to
mean “to be foolish, to turn to foolishness, tainted, and thus: tasteless, made
useless.”

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO YOU?

So, the question with which you are faced is:

“If you, as a disciple of Jesus, who should be a preserving influence and a purifying
influence on those around you, have lost those qualities and thus, have become
useless as a disciple of Jesus, how you can be made useful again?”

This borders on shocking; almost an indictment. The question Jesus is asking is a
direct interrogatory. In other words, “if you know of another way, tell me, because
there is no other way.”

WHAT SHOULD YOU DO?

Then, as if to hammer the point home, Jesus bluntly says, ”It is no longer good for
anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by people.”

Staying with the metaphor of salt, at that time, garbage would have been disposed by
throwing it out, into the street. This explains why once the salt is cast out it will be
trodden under the foot of men as useless garbage. A stark warning to the disciples as
to the commitment required to follow Jesus as His disciple and the consequence of
failure.

Jesus is saying that, if you are going to enter into a covenant agreement to follow Him
as His disciple, the standards are impossibly high, the disciplines are impossibly
strict, and the commitment is for life.

We should be reminded of another time Jesus was talking to His disciples, “Truly
I say to you, it will be hard for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven. And
again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a
rich person to enter the kingdom of God.”

When the disciples heard this, they were very astonished and said, “Then who can be
saved?”
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And looking at them, Jesus said, “With people this is impossible, but with God all
things are possible.”

The Disciples’ Reward

Somehow, you would expect it would be Peter to respond to Jesus and boldly ask,
“We have left everything and followed You; what is in this for us?”

Jesus answered Peter and said, “Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in
the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall
sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

“And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or
children or farms for My name’s sake, will receive many times as much, now in this
life, and in the age to come, will inherit eternal life.”

The good news is that God is eternally faithful to finish the work He has begun in you.
He is rich in grace and abounding in mercy and loving kindness. Jesus reminds you
that His burden is light, and His yoke is easy and that all who come to Him will find
rest for their soul, and He will in no way cast you out. Jesus saves!

The war is raging, people are perishing, and Jesus is calling you and me to join Him
in “His Great Rescue”. So, now that you know a little more, will you still follow
Him and join Him on this Mission?

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

CAUTION: “Jesus said to him, “No one, after putting his hand to the plow and
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” Luke 9:62

Let’s endure to the End!

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)
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EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Teaching, Training & Commissioning

Chapter 11

THE STANDARD is HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS

Matthew 5:17-20 “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did
not come to abolish but to fulfill.

“For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or
stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished.

“Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to
do the same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and
teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

“For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and
Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.”

The “Laws and the Prophets” were meant to teach and guide the Jewish people in all
their thought and conduct in order to live a life pleasing to God to have success in
their affairs.

Then, In one bold and sweeping statement Jesus announces that He is the fulfillment,
the revealing and the completion of all the Law and the Prophets spanning their four
thousand years of history.

Jesus is saying that His life, ministry and teachings not only explain Law and the
Prophets but completes their meanings and requirements.

The significance of this announcement is that not only does it satisfy all the
requirement of the Jewish Law, that is the Torah, but, it relegates the Law and the
Prophets as being subject to Jesus and His teachings.

The requirements of the law said that in order to be in right standing with God, the
Jew had to perfectly obey over 600 laws in order to atone for sin and gain the favor of
God, which no one could do.

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/28/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-11/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/28/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-11/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+5:17-20&version=NASB1995
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/03/23/honor-gods-law/
https://believersportal.com/list-bible-prophets-chronological-order/
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This is not dissimilar to the person who believes they can earn ‘saving favor’ with
God, or can earn their way into heaven by way of their own set of rules or laws of
good behaviors and good deeds.

The Jewish Law adequately points out our sinfulness and condemns us for our sin,
just as the non-Jew is condemned by their own heart. Just as the
Law is inadequate when it comes to changing our sinful nature and canceling the
curse of sin; so is the human heart since it is the most deceitful of all things, and
desperately wicked.

We need something better than an external set of Laws or the imaginations of our
heart to accomplish that, and that something better is Jesus.

What this leads to is that the disciple of Jesus is not to be bound by and must not
adhere to any external Law, social norm, familial, political or national allegiance over
their loyalty, allegiance and obedience to Jesus, our Christ. Doing so is tantamount
to the annulment of these commandments, and the teaching others to do the
same; that person shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven. This is also the
annulment of your effectiveness as a disciple of Christ. In Jesus’ own words, “Your
salt will have lost its savor”.

Secondly, generation after generation of people have been condemned to perish
because of their ignorance of God or their rejection of Jesus; and we as “The Called of
Christ, are charged with the mission to preach the word; be ready in season and out of
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.

This is not a metaphor.

It is every Christian’s charge and mission.

The time has come when even those who “attend church” do not endure sound
doctrine; but they want to have their own way. So, they seek teachers according to
their own self-centered desires. They turn away from the truth and turn aside to
myths. (1 Timothy 4:1-5)

We must be sober in all things, endure hardships, do the work of an
evangelist and fulfill our mission and ministry as His disciples.

Finally, know that Jesus is our righteousness which surpasses the righteousness of the
scribes and the Pharisees, and only by His Righteousness do we enter the kingdom of
heaven.

We have been conditioned and taught to “attend church”, (which, by the way, is a
nonsensical term). We sit, watch, listen, participate in a few good deeds and then go

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+corinthians+1:18-25&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+corinthians+1:18-25&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+4:1-5&version=NASB1995
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to the relative safety of our homes, having never engaged the enemy of Christ or
reached a lost person in Jesus’ Name.

Please, dear loved ones, let’s not be like the son who said he would obey his father,
but did not. Let’s be the son who does what his father asks of him.

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+21:28-32&version=NASB1995
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EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Teaching, Training & Commissioning

Chapter 12 Episode 1

REMOVING OBSTACLES TO TRANSFORMATION

We are told by the Holy Spirit in Romans 12:2 that, as disciples of Jesus, you are not
to be conformed to this world, but you are to be transformed by the renewing of your
mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is: that which is good and
acceptable and perfect.

There are obstacles to (1) being transformed into a Child of God and (2) becoming a
disciple of Jesus (3) entering the Kingdom of Heaven, now, and (4) walking in the
power of His Spirit. Galatians 5:19-21 tells us of these obstacles and that those who
practice these things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

The next ten chapters (episodes) will discuss these obstacles and their remedies.

For our convenience, I have color-coded the Obstacle in green, the penalty in
purple and the Remedy in Blue.

EPISODE 1: Removing the Obstacle of anger requires Reconciliation

Matthew 5:21-22 says “You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘YOU SHALL
NOTCOMMITMURDER’ and ‘Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the
court.’

“But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before
the court; and whoever says to his brother, ‘You good-for-nothing,’ shall be guilty
before the supreme court; and whoever says, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty enough to go
into the fiery hell.

Verse 23 through verse 25 says “Therefore if you are presenting your offering at the
altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your
offering there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then
come and present your offering. “Make friends quickly with your opponent at law
while you are with him on the way,

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/30/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-12/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/30/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-12/
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/11/29/experience-gods-will/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A19-21&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A19-21&version=NASB1995
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/30/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-12/
http://biblehub.com/matthew/5-21.htm
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Verses 25 and 26 say “so that your opponent may not hand you over to the judge, and
the judge to the officer, and you be thrown into prison. “Truly I say to you, you will
not come out of there until you have paid up the last cent.

This anger, from the original Greek word, “orgizó”means to provoke or enrage.
expresses a "fixed anger” and a settled opposition, which is positive when inspired by
God, but, always a negative when arising from the flesh. It is a sinful and unnecessary
anger which focuses on punishing the offender rather than focusing on the moral
content of the offense. It is a seething, consuming anger and a wrath full of passion,
directed at a person. This anger intends punishment and vengeance.

This anger is both an obstacle and a trap. Once ensnared, your effectiveness as a
disciple of Jesus is negated.

When this type of anger has become a ‘mindset’ and is expressed toward another
person, it is tantamount to murder. It will sentence you to a lifetime “mental prison”
of your own making.

Romans 8:5-6 says, “For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the
things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.
For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace.”

The remedy is both simple and difficult. It does not matter if you are innocent of the
offense, you must assume full responsibility for both the offense and for
reconciliation. Nothing held back. Complete forgiveness. This is the only way for
the disciple of Jesus.

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8%3A5-6&version=NASB1995
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EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Teaching, Training & Commissioning

Chapter 12 Episode 2

REMOVING THE OBSTACLE OF LUST

We are told by the Bible, in Romans 12:2 that, as disciples of Jesus, you are not to be
conformed to this world, but you are to be transformed by the renewing of your mind,
so that you may prove what the will of God is: that which is good and acceptable and
perfect.

There are obstacles to (1) being transformed into a Child of God and (2) becoming a
disciple of Jesus (3) entering the Kingdom of Heaven, now, and (4) walking in the
power of His Spirit. Galatians 5:19-21 tells us of these obstacles and that those who
practice these things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

For our convenience, I have coded the Obstacle in green, the penalty in purple and
the Remedy in Blue.

Episode 2: Removing the Obstacle of Lust requires confession, sacr ifice and
submission.

Matthew 5:27 says “You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALLNOT COMMIT
ADULTERY’; but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her
has already committed adultery with her in his heart.

“ If your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out and throw it from you;

for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your body, than for your whole body
to be thrown into hell.

“ If your right hand makes you stumble, cut it off and throw it from you;

for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your body, than for your whole body
to go into hell.

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/06/06/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-12-ep-2/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/06/06/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-12-ep-2/
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/11/29/experience-gods-will/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A19-21&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A19-21&version=NASB1995
http://biblehub.com/matthew/5-27.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/5-29.htm
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God considers lust an offense worthy of death. Leviticus 20:10 says “If there is a
man who commits adultery with another man’s wife, one who commits adultery with
his friend’s wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.”

Jesus uses an extreme figure of speech when He says to pluck out your eye or to cut
off your hand in order to illustrate the serious consequential reality of lust, “your
whole body will go to hell”.

1. Lust is destructive. Proverbs 6:32 says “The one who commits adultery with a
woman is lacking sense; He who would destroy himself does it.”

2. Lust is a sin that spreads like a virus. Matthew 5:32 says “but I say to you that
everyone who divorces his wife, except for the reason of un-chastity, makes her
commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.”

3. Lust is powerfully seductive and fatally addictive.

James 1:14-15 says, “But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by
his own lust. (v15) Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is
accomplished, it brings forth death.”

4. Lust leads to corruption of the soul, debauchery and a reprobate mind.

James 4:2 says, “You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious
and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel.

A true disciple, a true Christian, must avoid lust at all costs. But, when we find
ourselves caught in the vortex of strong delusions and web of sin, we must start by
admitting it and begin the long and difficult journey back to freedom.

1 John 1:8-9 says , “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

God will set you free and strengthen you and He will reward you. But, as we have
already seen, the cost of discipleship is high and the process of sanctification is
difficult. His reward is more than just worth the cost; it is everything.

And, be encouraged! You can know and do this Will of God!

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

https://whitestone2020.com/2020/11/28/knowing-gods-will/
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Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)
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EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Teaching, Training & Commissioning

Chapter 12 Episode 3

REMOVING THE OBSTACLE OF DIVORCE

Commitment to the Covenant

We are told by the Holy Spirit in Romans 12:2 that, as disciples of Jesus, you are not
to be conformed to this world, but you are to be transformed by the renewing of your
mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is: that which is good and
acceptable and perfect.

There are obstacles to (1) being transformed into a Child of God and (2) becoming a
disciple of Jesus (3) entering the Kingdom of Heaven, now, and (4) walking in the
power of His Spirit. Galatians 5:19-21 tells us of these obstacles and that those who
practice these things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

These next episodes will continue to identify these obstacles and remedies for their
removal from your life.

Divorce and remarriage is a common error committed by people calling themselves
“Christian”, who want the benefits of but reject the requirements of becoming a
Christian as they are often overcome by fleshly or emotional desires.

(For our convenience, I have coded the Obstacle in green, the penalty in purple and
the Remedy in Blue.)

Episode 3: Removing the Obstacle of Divorce requires cooperation and
commitment to the covenant of marr iage.

Matthew 5:31-32 says “WHOEVER SENDSHISWIFE AWAY, LETHIMGIVE HER
ACERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE’;

but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except for the reason of
unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman
commits adultery.”

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/06/09/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-12-ep-3/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/06/09/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-12-ep-3/
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/08/01/honor-marriage/
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/11/29/experience-gods-will/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A19-21&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A19-21&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+5%3A31-32&version=NASB1995
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Jesus, first, gives us an understanding of divorce in Matthew 19:3-6 and the remedy
for divorce in Ephesians 5:21-24:

Jesus explains, in Matthew 19:3-6, “Have you not read that He who created them
from the beginning MADE THEM MALE AND FEMALE, and said, ‘FOR THIS
REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND BE JOINED
TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH’?

“So they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together,
let no man separate.”

Imagine having your arm our your leg amputated. Can you imagine the pain and the
loss? Literally losing part of yourself would impact and affect your body, your mind,
your soul and your spirit. Please dear ones, do not deliberately wound yourself and
others.

The remedy to divorce is found in Ephesians 5:21-24.

Ephesians 5:”21-24 says “be subject to one another in the fear of Christ. Wives, be
subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the
wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.
But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands
in everything.”

The word Greek word for “to be subject to” or “submit to” is “Hupotasso”, which
literally means:

1. To arrange under, to subordinate;
2. To subject, put in subjection
3. To subject one’s self, obey
4. To submit to one’s control
5. To yield to one’s admonition or advice
6. To obey, be subject.
7. To mutually agree upon

HUPO – arrange under; TASSO – mutually agree upon

The intention of “submission or subjection” is found in the CONTEXT of the words
in this chapter of Ephesians which encourages us to be wise and moral, kind and pure,
gentle and forgiving.

The context is also found in the meaning of the words in these verses.

Specifically, “Hupotasso” comes from a Greek military term meaning “to arrange
[troop divisions] in a military fashion under the command of a leader”.

http://biblehub.com/ephesians/5-23.htm
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These troop formations were called a Phalanx. The Phalanx was the formation,
usually in triangular form, in which The hoplite phalanx of the Archaic and Classical
periods in Greece (c. 800–350 BC) was the formation in which the hoplites would line
up in ranks in close order.

Hoplites were citizen-soldiers of Ancient Greek city-states who were primarily armed
with spears and shields. Hoplite soldiers utilized the phalanx formation in order to be
effective in war with fewer soldiers. The formation discouraged the soldiers from
acting alone, for this would compromise the formation and minimize its strengths

The hoplites would lock their shields together, and the first few ranks of soldiers
would project their spears out over the first rank of shields.

Those at the front were, what we would call today, THE TIP OF THE SPEAR or the
POINT MAN. They presented the first defense against the enemy and were the first to
engage the enemy and the first to take casualties.

The phalanx therefore presented a shield wall and a mass of spear points to the enemy.
Making frontal assaults against it very difficult.

It also allowed a higher proportion of the soldiers to be actively engaged in combat at
a given time rather than just those in the front rank.

This word, “Hupotasso” , in non-military use, is “a voluntary attitude of giving in,
cooperating, assuming responsibility, and carrying a burden” .

The Bible gives this as an example for husbands and wives to
cooperate and to successfully navigate life and in waging wars against
‘their common enemy’, Satan.

The wife is fully engaged in the marriage relationship, but, God says the husband is to
be the Tip of the Spear in order to protect and preserve and, if necessary, the first to
fall.

Interestingly, Ephesians 5:22, contains the phrase, “be subject to your own” . which
include the word Greek word, “idios”, and means, “uniquely one’s own, peculiar to
the individual”. “Idios” is a stronger word than the simple possessive pronoun,
‘own’. This emphatic adjective means ‘private and personal’ “.

In other words, God gives each husband a wife, designed by God, Himself, to fulfill a
role specifically for that husband. God gives the wife gifts, talents, abilities and a
calling uniquely designed to serve God and to compliment and to complete the
husband.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hoplite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archaic_period_in_Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City-state
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spear
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shield
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phalanx_formation
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This is why the Bible says “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the
church and gave Himself up for her, so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed
her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present to Himself the
church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she
would be holy and blameless.

“So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves
his own wife loves himself” .

It is also why God says, “Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.”

Neither, the husband nor the wife, can be made complete as persons,
finding refuge, protection and provision as provided by God well as the
God given ability to mature and sustain one another, until they
understand this Spiritual principal and follow it.

Marriage has mutual strength through commitment and cooperation with one another
under God’s Steady Hand.

Please take this to heart, dear ones. This message is so important.

The world and the Devil are deceiving the family in to thinking ‘what works for you
is OK”. It is NOT OK. God’s design, His plan and His Word is what gives life, and
life more abundant. Stop following the world and REASON through God’s Word.
Understand it and live!

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

PS: Marriage makes the two into ONE. Divorce is a violent tearing apart, no matter
how amicable you try to be.

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)

https://whitestone2020.com/2020/08/01/marriage/
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EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Teaching, Training & Commissioning

Chapter 12 Episode 4

REMOVING THE OBSTACLES OF SECRECY & LIES

Keeping Your Word

We are told by the Holy Spirit in Romans 12:2 that, as disciples of Jesus, you are not
to be conformed to this world, but you are to be transformed by the renewing of your
mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is: that which is good and
acceptable and perfect.

There are obstacles to (1) being transformed into a Child of God and (2) becoming a
disciple of Jesus (3) entering the Kingdom of Heaven, now, and (4) walking in the
power of His Spirit. Galatians 5:19-21 tells us of these obstacles and that those who
practice these things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

The Teachings of Jesus are antithetical to worldly standards, practices and
norms. Jesus was crucified as a sacrifice for our sins. But, as far as the unbelieving
world was concerned, it was for His controversial and counter cultural teachings.

Jesus made it clear that if you choose to follow Him, you will have to pay the price of
a disciple, and that cost is high. Both the religious and secular worlds persecuted
Jesus and His followers because of His teachings. And, they will persecute you, too,
if you choose to be His disciple.

Jesus came to show us the way to Life, and He warned that the gate is small and the
way that leads to life is both narrow and difficult, and there are few who find it.

These next episodes will lead you to the “small gate which is narrow” and we will
continue to identify the obstacles to our transformation for their removal from your
life.

(For our convenience, I have coded the Obstacle in green, the penalty in purple and
the Remedy in Blue.)

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/06/10/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-12-ep-4/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/06/10/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-12-ep-4/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/03/27/keep-your-word/
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/11/29/experience-gods-will/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A19-21&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A19-21&version=NASB1995
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Episode 4: Removing the Obstacle of Secrecy & Lies requires Transparency and
Truth.

Matthew 5:33-37 says, “Again, you have heard that the ancients were told, ‘YOU
SHALL NOT MAKE FALSE VOWS, BUT SHALL FULFILL YOUR VOWS TO THE
LORD.’

“But I say to you, make no oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God,
or by the earth, for it is the footstool of His feet, or by Jerusalem, for it is THE CITY
OF THE GREAT KING. “Nor shall you make an oath by your head, for you cannot
make one hair white or black. “But let your statement be, ‘Yes, yes’ or ‘No, no’;

anything beyond these is of evil.”

When you brag about what you can or will do and fail to do it, you look like a fool
and a liar. This is not the representation a Christian can make as a follower of Jesus.

Deuteronomy23:21 helps us understand the gravity of an unfulfilled pledge or
vow: “When you make a vow to the LORD your God, you shall not delay to pay it,
for it would be sin in you, and the LORD your God will surely require it of you.

“However, if you refrain from vowing, it would not be sin in you.

“You shall be careful to perform what goes out from your lips, just as you have
voluntarily vowed to the LORD your God, what you have promised.”

James 4:13-17 picks up on Jesus teaching and reiterates, “Come now, you who say,
“Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and
engage in business and make a profit.” Yet you do not know what your life will be like
tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes
away. Instead, you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and also do this or
that.” But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is
evil. Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to him it
is sin.”

Proverbs 6:16-19 tells us that,

There are six things which the LORD hates,
Yes, seven which are an abomination to Him:

Haughty eyes, a lying tongue,
And hands that shed innocent blood,

A heart that devises wicked plans,
Feet that run rapidly to evil,

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/03/27/keep-your-word/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/03/27/keep-your-word/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+5%3A33-37&version=NASB1995
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/23-21.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james+4%3A13-17&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+6%3A16-19&version=NASB1995
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A false witness who utters lies,
And one who spreads strife among brothers.

Finally and conclusively, Jesus tells us, in John 14:6, “I am the way, and the truth,
and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.”

The remedy for making false vows is, at the same time, both simple and difficult. The
only way to the stop living in secrecy and living in lies is to begin, now, telling the
truth in all matters.

You may, at first, think others will regard you lightly. But, the cloak of humility and
honesty brings honor, both to you and to God.

Just do it and be transformed.

Be His disciple.

Inherit the Kingdom of God.

And Walk in the strength of His Might.

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2014%3A6&version=NASB1995
https://biblehub.com/romans/12-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/15-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/5-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/ephesians/1-19.htm
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EFFECTIVE SPIRITUALWARFARE

A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Teaching, Training & Commissioning

Chapter 12 Episode 5

REMOVING THE OBSTACLE OF REVENGE

Jesus said, “Follow Me and I will make you fishers of men”. Jesus was literally
saying, “I will fashion you, make you into, craft you into, Fishers of men”. These
men would come to be known as His disciples. Jesus taught on, preached and
demonstrated what He was fashioning as disciples.

These, and the future men and women who would become His disciples, would do the
works that Jesus had done, and “greater works”, because Jesus had gone to the
Father. Jesus told them, as His disciples, they would inherit the Kingdom of God.

However, Satan has laid traps to entice you and to snare you in order to prevent you
from completing your mission. The only safe path, is to follow Jesus, very closely.

Jesus made it clear that if you choose to follow Him, you will have to pay the price of
a disciple, and that cost is high. Both the religious and secular worlds persecuted
Jesus and His followers because of His teachings. And, they will persecute you, too,
if you choose to be His disciple.

Jesus came to show us the way to Life, and He warned that the gate is small and the
way that leads to life is both narrow and difficult, and there are few who find it.

These next episodes will lead you to the “small gate which is narrow” and we will
continue to identify the obstacles to our transformation for their removal from your
life.

(For our convenience, I have coded the Obstacle in green, the penalty in purple and
the Remedy in Blue.)

Episode 5: Removing the Obstacle of Revenge requires practicing Non-resistance

Matthew 5:38-42 says, “You have heard that it was said, ‘AN EYE FOR AN EYE,
AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH.’

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/06/14/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-12-ep-5/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/06/14/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-12-ep-5/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/03/31/resist-not-evil/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+5:38-42&version=NASB1995


69

“But I say to you, do not resist an evil person; but whoever slaps you on your right
cheek, turn the other to him also. “If anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, let
him have your coat also. “Whoever forces you to go one mile, go with him two. “Give
to him who asks of you, and do not turn away from him who wants to borrow from
you.”

“Entitlement”, lust and vengeance are snares of Satan. He convinces a person that
they are entitled to ‘their fair share’ in life, and they should receive respect, fair
treatment and justice. And when we are denied our ‘fair share’ to which we are
entitled, we lust and seek revenge - and this is the trap.

But, God says none of us are entitled. And, none of us are righteous - no, not even one
of us - we all have sinned and fall short of His Glory.

Each one of us have been tempted when we were carried away and enticed by our
own lusts, and, when lust was conceived, it gave birth to sin; and when sin is
accomplished, it brings forth death. We are entitled to death.

It is only because Jesus has borne our sins and by His completed work on the Cross,
are we set free from the snares of death. And, we are entitled - not to take, but to
give - respect, fair treatment, justice, honesty and kindness to others.

Again, a teaching of Jesus seems counter-intuitive and can test the soul of even the
most dedicate man or woman. It is difficult to understand – unless you are willing.

At first glance, this teaching sounds as if a disciple of Jesus is to stand idly by while
an evil person slaps you about and perpetrates all kinds of evil against you and in your
presence. But, what Jesus is telling us is, not to entangle yourselves in the affairs of
evil men, even when they cast their evil upon us. Instead, stay focused on Jesus’
Mission while actively responding to evil, by overcoming evil with good.

Secondly, God’s Word and methods are an intricate balance of mercy and justice,
something we rarely see anymore. Once you have “paid the debt” of forgiveness and
kindness, do not linger. If an evil person continues in his or her evil ways, “Shake
the dust off your sandals”, so to speak, and move on. Do not fall for the snare of
entangling yourself in vengeance.

James 4:7-8, teaches this principal and its practice when he says, “ Submit therefore
to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to God and He will
draw near to you.”

If you are drawn into this trap and snared by it, you are no longer free to follow Jesus
because of the things that so easily entangle us. Do not fall of the bait of Satan.
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Galatians 5 :1 tells us that, "It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep
standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery."

Please click this link and go to “Resist not Evil” for a deeper teaching on this matter.

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/03/31/resist-not-evil/
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EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Teaching, Training & Commissioning

Chapter 12 Episode 6

REMOVING THE OBSTACLE OF HATE

Satan has laid traps to entice you and to snare you in order to prevent you from
completing your mission. Hate is one of those snares. Jesus will show you the way
around the deadly traps of the devil.

Jesus made it clear that if you choose to follow Him, you will have to pay the price of
a disciple, and that cost is high. Both the religious and secular worlds persecuted
Jesus and His followers because of His teachings. And, they will persecute you, too,
if you choose to be His disciple.

Jesus has warned that the gate is small and the way that leads to life is
both narrow and difficult, and there are few who find it. But, He is the Door that
leads to life. Follow Him closely.

These next episodes will lead you to the “small gate which is narrow” and we will
continue to identify the obstacles to our transformation for their removal from your
life.

(For our convenience, I have coded the Obstacle in green, the penalty in purple and
the Remedy in Blue.)

Episode 5: Removing the Obstacle of hate requires showing unconditional, Agape,
love.

Matthew 5:43-48 “You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE
YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate your enemy.’

“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so
that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to
rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the
unrighteous.

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/06/15/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-12-ep-6/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/06/15/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-12-ep-6/
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“For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax
collectors do the same? “If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing
than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?

“Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Jesus is speaking to Jews and to His Christian Disciples, and these Truths are meant
for His disciples (followers), present and future. Anyone can listen to Jesus, but, not
everyone can hear and understand what He is saying. Anyone can attempt to apply
these Truths to their life because The Truth is universal. But, a person cannot live
the Truth without Christ Jesus because Jesus is the Truth, bodily.

“Hate is Sin” and sin is the root of all the Obstacles that cause you to separate
yourself from the presence and love of God.

Sin is rebellion toward God and to His Word, and it is THE obstacle to entering the
Kingdom of Heaven, the Kingdom of God.

Notice that the keys words here are “Love” and “Hate”. Remembering that these
words of Jesus, these Eternal Truths are written

To the Christian
About being a Christian, and,
For the Christian

So, when 1 John 4:20-21, tells us that, “If someone says, “I love God,” and yet he
hates his brother or sister, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother and
sister whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. And this
commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God must also love his
brother and sister.”

Again, 1 John 3:15 says, “Everyone who hates his brother or sister is a murderer,
and you know that no murderer has eternal life remaining in him.”

Simply put, God is Love. Hate is not of God. If these two coexist in your life as a
Christian, you will stumble. If they persist in your life as a Christian, you will have
lost your usefulness as a disciple, and, you should know that there is a deeper and
darker problem embedded in your soul.

The remedy, the way to remove this Obstacle, is to “Love your enemies and pray
for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in
heaven”. (Please click the foregoing text for the entire teaching.)

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/01/25/sons-of-your-father/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/01/25/sons-of-your-father/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/01/25/sons-of-your-father/


74

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)
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EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Teaching, Training & Commissioning

Chapter 12 Episode 7

REMOVING THE OBSTACLE OF PRIDE & HYPOCRISY

Be on the alert, because sin is sin is lurking at your door, and its desire is to snare you,
but you must master it. He has laid traps to entice you and to snare you in order to
prevent you from completing your mission.

Pride and hypocrisy are among the snares of the devil. Jesus will show you the way
around these deadly traps, if you will listen, follow and obey Him.

(For our convenience, I have coded the Obstacle in green, the penalty in purple and
the Remedy in Blue.)

Episode 7: Removing the Obstacle of pr ide and hypocr isy requires practicing
Humility & Truth.

Matthew 6:1-15 says, “Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be
noticed by them;

otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in heaven.

“So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by
men.

Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.

“But when you give to the poor, do not let your left hand know what your right
hand is doing, so that your giving will be in secret; and your Father who sees what
is done in secret will reward you.

“When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and
pray in the synagogues and on the street corners so that they may be seen by men.
Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/06/19/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-12-ep-7/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/06/19/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-12-ep-7/
https://biblehub.com/1_peter/5-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/1_peter/5-8.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+6%3A1-15&version=NASB1995
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“But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close your door and pray to your
Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is done in secret will
reward you.

“And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as the Gentiles do,
for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words.

“So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him.

“Pray, then, in this way:
‘Our Father who is in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.

‘Your kingdom come.
Your will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.

‘Give us this day our daily bread.

‘And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.

‘And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

“For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you.

“But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your
transgressions.

Jesus is teaching on the matter of “practicing righteousness”. Righteousness is defined,
in the Bible, as justice or “justness” according to God’s standard. A simple way of
defining Godly Righteousness is “to be in right standing with God and man”. Yet,
the Bible teaches us that “None are righteous, no not one.” Therefore, Jesus teaches
us the differences because the consequences of failure are dire.

CONTEXT

Jesus teaches on and warns about practicing righteousness your righteousness before
people. He illustrates this teaching by using examples of giving to the poor, praying
and giving forgiveness. But, the CONTEXT of this teaching, is hypocrisy. Jesus is
teaching, for a second time, on the deadly consequences of hypocrisy.

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/06/17/and-you-shall-be-my-disciples-lesson-15/
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Notice that the hypocrite, #1, “loves to be noticed by people”, #2, they “love to be
honored by people”, #3, they “love to be seen by people”, and, #4, they “love to talk
to be heard”, and, #5, apparently, they are slow to forgive others.

By these actions, a person who behaving as a hypocrite, receive their full reward from
“men”. They will receive no reward from God, and, are no longer of any use as a
disciple of Jesus, “except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men.”

Also, notice, that in each example, the remedy for hypocrisy is humility and the
transparency of truth. Sadly, it is a difficult thing for a person who is caught in the
snares of hypocrisy, to honestly humble themselves and admit their fault of pride.

A hypocrite could be compared to a ‘the rich young ruler’ who, although rich with
worldly riches, is in fact, poor, miserable and wretched in spiritual possessions.

Jesus teaches that it would be easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than
for a man ‘rich in pride and hypocrisy’ to enter the kingdom of heaven’.

This teaching can be traced to Matthew 5:3, which says, “Blessed are the poor in
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” The word, “Poor” in the phrase, “Poor in
Spirit”, (from the Greek word, Ptochos), means that a person is in a state of falling
down, terrified, feeling poor and near begging, destitute of wealth, influence, position
and honor, feeling lowly, afflicted helpless, powerless to accomplish anything, they
are in a state of ‘poor in spirit’.

Both, in Matthew 5:4 and in Matthew 19:22, the result of becoming poor or ‘poor in
spirit’ is followed by a mournful or a grieving state of mind. Mourning and grieving
the loss of worldliness, both in a natural and a spiritual sense, which can lead to a
truthful transparency of you life and an honest humility in your life.

It is in this condition that most people are ready and able give themselves up to
Christ’s teaching and are able to find themselves able to lay hold of God’s heavenly
treasure. This is when you have come near to the Kingdom of God and into His
Salvation. This opens the way for the operation of the process of sanctification in
your life.

This is whyMatthew 5 says,

Blessed are you when you mourn as a person is in a state of falling down, terrified,
feeling poor and near begging; destitute of wealth, influence, position and honor;
feeling lowly, afflicted helpless, powerless to accomplish anything; you are, therefore,
in a state of being ‘poor in spirit’.

Blessed are you when you are made to be gentle from this condition, for then, you
shall inherit the earth;

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+6%3A1&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+6%3A2&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+6%3A2&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+6%3A5&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+6%3A7&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+6%3A14-15&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+5%3A13&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+19%3A16-24&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=revelation+3%3A17&version=NASB1995
https://whitestone2020.com/blessed-are-the-poor-in-spirit/
https://whitestone2020.com/blessed-are-the-poor-in-spirit/
https://biblehub.com/greek/4434.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A4&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+19%3A22&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A4&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+19%3A22&version=NASB1995
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Blessed are you when your surrender yourself to God, which creates in you a hunger
and a thirst for God’s righteousness, for then you shall be satisfied;

Blessed are you when you gain the capacity to be merciful as a result of having been
humbled and made poor in spirit, for then you shall receive the mercy of God;

Blessed are you when you have been made to be pure in heart because of your lowly
state, for it is now that you shall see God.

Blessed are you as the peace of God settles over you mind, soul and spirit, having
been freed from the worries, burdens, false prides, hypocrisies and the toils of the
world, are have become a peacemaker, and, you shall be called a son or a daughter of
God.

Romans 6:20-22

When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. But what fruit
were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed?

For the end of those things is death.

But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit
you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life.

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)
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EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Teaching, Training & Commissioning

Chapter 12 Episode 8

REMOVING THE OBSTACLE OF TWO MASTERS

No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he
will be devoted to one and despise the other. Having two masters is untenable as a
disciple of Jesus. In order to follow Jesus and to serve Him, in order to inherit the
Kingdom of God, there is room for only One Master: Jesus.

We are face with the reality of making a choice. This choice will determine the path
you will follow. You may have the intention of following Jesus, but, if you practice
the “the love of money”, your steps will take you away from Him and into a temporal
darkness, far away from the path of the Disciple of Jesus.

(For our convenience, I have coded the Obstacle in green, the penalty in purple and
the Remedy in Blue.)

Episode 8: Removing the Obstacle of Two Masters requires you choose between
God and Wealth.

Matthew 6:19-24 says, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where
moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.

“But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,

where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;

for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

“The eye is the lamp of the body; so then if your eye is clear, your whole body will
be full of light.

“But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light
that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/06/22/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-12-ep-8/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/06/22/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-12-ep-8/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+6%3A19-24&version=NIV
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“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other,
or he will be devoted to one and despise the other.

You cannot serve God and wealth.

This teaching is about the obstacle of having to choose between two masters: God or
Wealth.

Jesus starts by telling His disciples they must choose between immediate
gratification of earthly treasures and the delayed, but, permanent rewards with God.
The consequence of gathering earthly treasure is lifetime lost. It is a choice between
the temporal and the eternal. The text is about God and wealth, but, the CONTEXT
of is about lust.

Next, Jesus addresses the lust of the eyes which affects your entire body and soul.
And, we are warned, that if you eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness.
We are instructed and commanded to walk light as He is in the light, so we will have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.

Finally, He describes the lust as the cruel, unforgiving and demanding taskmaster
when He says, “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and
love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve
God and wealth.”

Once your mind and soul have been ensnared by the lust for money, (1 Timothy
6:10), you will have wandered away from the faith and pierced yourself with many
griefs.

When you have been enticed, your lust gives birth to sin; and when sin is
accomplished, it brings forth death.

THE CURE is to repent, daily, for His Kingdom is at hand; literally, as near as your
hand is to your wrist - it is within you!

Repenting, in the Biblical sense, literally means, "To change one's mind; to change
one's mind for the better" and it comes from a two root words which mean, "Hereafter,
have this understanding or perception".

Repenting is the act of changing your mind which means your mindset, your values,
and your worldview is changed. Some would say you then live by new
standards. But it is much greater than just living by new standards.

A person of sound mind cannot simultaneously think one thing and do another,
repentance results in a complete change of mind and direction of one's life.

Another way of saying this is, "As a man or woman thinks, so are they".

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%206%3A10&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1%3A14-15&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1%3A14-15&version=NASB1995
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/07/06/repent/
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BOTH A COMMAND AND A PROPHETIC WORD

Interestingly, Jesus, the Son of God, in fact God Himself, said these very words which
is recorded in Matthew 4:17. Remembering, this is both a Command and a prophetic
Word from God.

Jesus said this is what we are to do - Repent - in order to become His disciple and to
follow Him, and, this is what will happen is we repent.

The disciples echoed and repeated these very words as they continued to do the
Works of God, "Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is now at hand".

Jesus says for each of us to Repent as an act of our will and that Repentance will
allow the Holy Spirit to come into our bodies, our minds and regenerate our
spirits. We will become One with Him.

Our fleshly desires begin to fade and our new desires emanate from the Holy Spirit of
God. It is not us producing Spiritual Fruit, it is from The Holy Spirit and it should
pour out of us, liberally.

We begin to desire the Things of God. We are made new and we can now walk with
certainty, with purpose and power in our New Life.

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)
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EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Teaching, Training & Commissioning

Chapter 12 Episode 9

REMOVING THE OBSTACLES OF WORRY & ANXIETY

This episode is one of the longest and most difficult. It requires prayer, faith, trust,
self discipline and obedience to God’s Word in the midst of a storm. Read carefully,
then trust God.

Worry brings doubt; worry and doubt are sin; sin separates us from God and brings
destruction and death.

We must repent of our sinful thinking and ways, for the Kingdom of God is at hand.

Therefore, if you confess with your mouth what you believe in your heart and you
will be saved; for it is with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and
with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. For the Scripture says,
“WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.” (Romans
10-:10-11)

(For our convenience, I have coded the Obstacle in green, the penalty in purple and
the Remedy in Blue.)

Episode 9: Removing the Obstacles of Worry & Anxiety requires that we Seek,
First, His Kingdom and His Righteousness.

Matthew 6:25-34 “For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life,
as to what you will eat or what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will
put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?

”Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns,
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they?

“And who of you by being worried can add a single hour to his life? “And why are
you worried about clothing?

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/06/25/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-12-ep-9/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/06/25/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-12-ep-9/
http://biblehub.com/romans/10-11.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/10-12.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/6-26.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/6-26.htm
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Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin, 29yet I say
to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these. 30“But
if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown
into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you?

You of little faith!

“Do not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What
will we wear for clothing?’ “For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things;

For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. “But seek first His
kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”

“So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself.”

“Each day has enough trouble of its own.”

I will use the example of God’s servant, Job, to help understand how to remove the
obstacles of worry and anxiety.

Job, according to the Bible, was blameless, upright, fearing God and turning away
from evil.

Job had seven sons and three daughters, he owned 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500
yoke of oxen, 500 female donkeys, and very many servants; The Bible says that Job
was the greatest of all the men of the east. (Job 1:1-3) In other words, Job had it all!

But, Job worried. (Job 1:4-5) He worried that “his sons had sinned and cursed God in
their hearts.” So, Job would would pray and consecrate them, daily. The Bible says,
“Job did this continually.” The Hebrew word for ‘continually’ is a complex word,
but, in essence could be compared to our modern word describing an obsessive and
compulsive behavior, stemming from worry.

Now read carefully what comes next, because, because it is not a coincidence; it is a
result of worry:

Job:1:6-12 “Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present
themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them. The LORD said to
Satan, “From where do you come?”

(First, notice that Job has ‘left a door open for evil’ through his worry, and Satan
enters.

http://biblehub.com/matthew/6-29.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/6-30.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=job+1%3A5&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=job+1%3A5&version=NASB1995
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Secondly, as yourself, “Is God not omniscient? How could God not know this?” But,
God did know and He was revealing the intentions and activities of Satan for all to
hear)

Then Satan answered the LORD and said, “From roaming about on the earth and
walking around on it.”

The LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Job? (Once again, God is
making Satan confess)

For there is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, fearing God
and turning away from evil.” Then Satan answered the LORD, “Does Job fear God
for nothing? “Have You not made a hedge about him and his house and all that he
has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have
increased in the land. “But put forth Your hand now and touch all that he has; he will
surely curse You to Your face.” Then the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, all that he
has is in your power, only do not put forth your hand on him.” So Satan departed from
the presence of the LORD.

Then tragedy struck. In one day, Job lost all his possessions and all of his children.
(Job 1:13-19)

But, it does not end there. Once again, tragedy strikes and Job loses his health. (Job
2:1-6)

Then, Job, crying out in pain, laments. Sadly, Job’s confession of lament confirms
only and solidifies his condition. “Afterward Job opened his mouth and cursed the day
of his birth.” (Job 3:1)

Next, Job utters the realization we must remember,

(Job 3:25-26)

“For what I fear comes upon me,
And what I dread befalls me.

“I am not at ease, nor am I quiet,
And I am not at rest, but turmoil comes.”

What follows is distorted relationships, tragedy, pain and suffering. (Job 4 - Job 37)

Then, the most amazing of all miracles occurs. God speaks directly to Job and says,

2“Who is this that darkens counsel
By words without knowledge?

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=job+1%3A13-19&version=NASB1995
https://biblehub.com/nasb/job/2.htm
http://biblehub.com/job/3-1.htm
http://biblehub.com/job/3-1.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+3%3A25-26&version=NASB1995
http://biblehub.com/job/38-2.htm
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3“Now gird up your loins like a man,
And I will ask you, and you instruct Me!

(In our contemporary language, we might hear, “Who do you think you are, clouding
the truth with ignorance? Now, hike up your pants like and man and face Me! If
you are so smart, tell me what you know about Who I Am!)

Job, after receiving instructions about his own ignorance of the matters of God, utters
A NEW CONFESSION that begins the process of removal of the Obstacles of Worry
and Anxiety from his life,

”Then Job answered the LORD and said,

“I know that You can do all things,
And that no purpose of Yours can be thwarted.

‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’
“Therefore I have declared that which I did not understand,
Things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.”

‘Hear, now, and I will speak;
I will ask You, and You instruct me.’

“I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear;
But now my eye sees You;

Therefore I retract,
And I repent in dust and ashes.”

The results?

The LORD restored the fortunes of Job when he prayed for his friends, and the

LORD increased all that Job had twofold.

Then all his brothers and all his sisters and all who had known him before came to

him, and they ate bread with him in his house; and they consoled him and comforted

him for all the adversities that the LORD had brought on him. And each one gave him

one piece of money, and each a ring of gold.

http://biblehub.com/job/38-3.htm
http://biblehub.com/job/42-12.htm
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The LORD blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning; and he had

14,000 sheep and 6,000 camels and 1,000 yoke of oxen and 1,000 female donkeys. He

had seven sons and three daughters. He named the first Jemimah, and the second

Keziah, and the third Keren-happuch. In all the land no women were found so fair as

Job’s daughters; and their father gave them inheritance among their brothers. After

this, Job lived 140 years, and saw his sons and his grandsons, four generations. And

Job died, an old man and full of days.

RECAP

Worry brings doubt; worry and doubt are sin

Sin separates us from God

Sin brings destruction and death

Repent for the Kingdom of God is at hand

Confess with your mouth what you believe in your heart and you will be saved; for
with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he
confesses, resulting in salvation. For the Scripture says, “WHOEVER BELIEVES IN
HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.” (Romans 10-:10-11)

Know these things and not doing them, make them empty words. But, like John 15:7
tells us, “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and
it will be done for you.”

Believe it!

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

http://biblehub.com/romans/10-11.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/10-12.htm
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You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)
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EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Teaching, Training & Commissioning

Chapter 13

ASK, SEEK & KNOCK

“Prayer and the “Golden Rule”

Becoming a disciple of Jesus requires much of a person, as we have already learned.
And, prayer is an indispensable activity of the disciple. But, praying, just for the sake
of praying, is never enough. We saw, in chapter 12, episode 7, that praying to be
recognized will achieve nothing in the Kingdom of God.

Furthermore, the Apostle James tells us that, “When you do ask you don’t receive,
because you ask with wrong motives, that is so that you may spend it on your own
pleasures.” (James 4:2-3)

Read and hear what Jesus says, in Matthew 7 verses 7 through 12, about the requisites
of prayer. And, remember, this is for His disciples:

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you.

“For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks
it will be opened.

“What man is there among you, who, when his son asks for a loaf, will give him a
stone? “Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake?

“If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!

“Therefore, In everything, treat people the same way you want them to treat you,
for this is the Law and the Prophets.”

It is important, first, to know the Greek word for ‘ask’ is in the Greek, is “aiteó”, and,
it means to ask, to beg, to call for, to crave, to desire and to require. This word
strongly implies a fervency in prayer.

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/06/26/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-13-prayer-and-the-golden-rule/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/06/26/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-13-prayer-and-the-golden-rule/
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Additionally, it is in the Greek, aorist tense, which means the ‘asking’ has no regard
for past, present or future.
It is the same for the words, to “seek” and to “knock”. In other words, it is
continuing; it is not a simple “one and done” request.

Secondly, Jesus establishes the fact that if you continue to ask, seek and knock,” it
will be opened to you”. This phrase is emphatic, and is in the future aorist tense,
meaning “it will continue to be opened to you”.

Finally, the requisite. “THEREFORE, In everything, treat people the same way you
want them to treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets.”

This is an oracle of the Word of God. A ‘golden key’ which opens the Kingdom’s
treasury to you. ”Treat people the same way you want them to treat you”.

You will have to do this with the right attitude. This cannot be contrived to reach your
own ends “so that you may spend it on your own pleasures.”

You must give, so, as it says in Luke 6:38, “it will be given back to you, good
measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be poured into your
lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you.”

For this is the “Laws and the Prophets”, which were meant to teach and guide the
Jewish people in all their thought and conduct in order to live a life pleasing to God to
have success in their affairs.

You cannot successfully complete the training, nor function as a fully devoted
disciple of Jesus until you learn and master the secret of this Golden Key of the
Kingdom. Neither, can you engage effectively in the spiritual warfare, which will
inevitably ensue.

Believe Him. Do His Words. Practice His Presence, and, by faith, we will
overcome by the Blood of the Lamb and by the word of your testimony! (Revelation
12:11)

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along. You can pause the
audio in order to click the links for details and references which are necessary for the
entire teaching)

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/03/23/honor-gods-law/
https://believersportal.com/list-bible-prophets-chronological-order/
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A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Teaching, Training & Commissioning

Chapter 14

RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT

The previous chapter on “Prayer and the Golden Rule” was the opening volley of the
Christian’s offensive in Spiritual Warfare. Oswald Chambers once said, “A child of
God never prays to be made aware of the fact that God answers prayer, because he is
so restfully certain that God always answers prayer.” August 21, 2018,

 ”We look upon prayer simply as a means of getting things for ourselves, but the
biblical purpose of prayer is that we may get to know God Himself.” August 14, 2014

“To say that “prayer changes things” is not as close to the truth as saying, “Prayer
changes me and then I change things.” August 14, 2014

Now, the second phase of our training in Spiritual Warfare is learning to have clear
vision and to maintain your innocence before God. This begins with making right
judgments.

Matthew 7:1-6 says, “Do not judge so that you will not be judged. “For in the way
you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured
to you. “Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice
the log that is in your own eye? “Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take
the speck out of your eye,’ and behold, the log is in your own eye? “You hypocrite,
first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck
out of your brother’s eye.

The "hypocrite", according to Bible lexicons and concordances, is an actor, stage
player, a dissembler, a pretender and a hypocrite. A hypocrite is one who simulates,
feign or pretends. One who is vile, shameful, reproachful, full of dishonor,
ignominy, and disgrace.

Definitions won't adequately describe what Jesus is talking about. Jesus is saying
that one's attitude reveals their character, their heart and their intentions. The
hypocrite is in danger of being lost and perishing.

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/06/27/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-14-righteous-judgment/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/06/27/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-14-righteous-judgment/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/06/27/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-14-righteous-judgment/
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Read what what Jesus says about, and to, hypocrites (I have abbreviated these verses
for context.

(You can read the full chapter here: Matthew 23)

13 “But WOE to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites, you will receive greater condemnation.

15 “WOE to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites, you make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves.

27“WOE to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.

29“WOE to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites You serpents, you brood of vipers, how will you escape the
sentence of hell?

Hypocrisy could be described as a deadly form of narcissism, where the practice of
claiming to have moral standards or views to which one’s own behavior does not meet.
It is a pretense of morality that cloaks our inability to meet some predetermined moral
code.

The word, in the verses cited above, comes from the Greek word, “hupokrinomai”,
which means, to be an actor under an assumed character, a stage-player; figuratively,
to disguise or conceal one's real nature, motives, or feelings behind a false
appearance.

One of the root causes of hypocrisy is fear and low self-esteem. We suffer hypocrisy
as an avoidance for looking at our shortcomings and figuring out our part in it.
Hypocrisy typically stems from a sincere belief that the double-standard we apply to
ourselves is justifiable, because we have better intentions, therefore, we are forgiven
for our “mistakes”.

We believe our intentions are just, noble and sincere, despite how we act at times.
The Bible, in Jeremiah 17:9, warns us about trusting our ‘heart’ on these matters,
when it tells us, “The heart is more deceitful than all else, and is desperately sick. who
can understand it?”

1 John 1:8, tells us that, “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves
and the truth is not in us.”

In order to find relief from this satanic trap, this disorder, we must admit that we are
imperfect beings, created with flaws, who are prone to fail. 1 John 1:9, that, “If we

https://www.biblehub.com/nasb/matthew/23.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/23-15.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/23-27.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/23-29.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/5271.htm
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confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.”

We must learn to look at our own shortcomings and recognize that every one of us is
prone to wrongdoing. The Bible tells us that we all fall short of God’s Glory and
that none of us are righteous, no not anyone!

The person suffering from hypocrisy has a strong desire to be loved and accepted. The
fear of personal failure, humility and judgment is so powerful, that the hypocrite uses
“double-mindedness” and cognitive dissonance to avoid facing themselves.

Also at the root of hypocrisy is a desire to be loved and accepted without judgment.
Only God can give that kind of love. And, only the fully devoted follower of Jesus,
filled with His Holy Spirit, can also give that kind of love.

Until you “clear your own eye”, rid yourself of hypocrisy and master Righteous
Judgment, you cannot possibly be effective nor survive the Spiritual War which rages.

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/double-minded
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/cognitive%20dissonance
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EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE

A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Teaching, Training & Commissioning

Chapter 15

THE NARROW AND THEWIDE GATES

Jesus instructs us, in Matthew 7:13, to “Enter through the narrow gate; for the
gate is wide, and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who
enter through it. Verse 14 goes on to say, “For the gate is small, and the way is
narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it.”

Everything we are learning and training on, as disciples, hinges on this ‘directive’. A
disciple who is making their way on mission with Jesus, will likely will miss their
destination and be rendered lost and wandering unless they follow the right path. In
this case, the path is one of Spiritual Warfare and the destination is Eternal life. This
is the mission and calling of being a disciple and an ambassador of Christ.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN TO YOU?

Jesus is telling us to take the right path, the path which leads to life. And, to assist us,
He reminds us, in John 10:9, that He is that Path and that Gate.

Again, in John 14:6, Jesus says, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one
comes to the Father but through Me.”

There is no other Path. There is no other way. There is only The One Gate. Not
only, is this narrow way, which leads to life, clearly mapped out in scriptures, we
have Jesus as our personal Guide. There is never room for deviation for those who
hope to successfully arrive at God’s predetermined destination.

There are many pastors, bible teachers, church leaders and Christians, whether
through carelessness, ignorance or rebelliousness, think they have found ways around
the difficulties of entering by this small and narrow passageway. And, they lead
others down the broad path and through the wide gate which leads to destruction.

How can I tell if I am on the Narrow Path which leads to the Small Gate and to
life? You can find The Way as God reveals Himself, by the Holy Spirit, through the

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/06/30/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-15-the-narrow-gate/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/06/30/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-15-the-narrow-gate/
http://biblehub.com/matthew/7-13.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/7-14.htm
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Bible, by prayer, through circumstances and through the church. Know and depend
on these 7 realities:

1. God is always at work around you. If you are on the right path, you will see
where He is at work.

2. God pursues a continuing love relationship with you that is real
and personal. He will not leave nor forsake you. He will always be with you. You
can know you are on the right path if If you are extending that love to others. God and
people are the priority – not the path.

3. God invites you to become involved with Him in His work.

( John 6:29 says, “Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that
you believe in Him whom He has sent.”

(Matthew 10:7-15 says, “And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at
hand.’

“Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. Freely you received,
freely give.

“Do not acquire gold, or silver, or copper for your money belts, or a bag for
your journey, or even two coats, or sandals, or a staff; for the worker is worthy of his
support.

“And whatever city or village you enter, inquire who is worthy in it, and stay at his
house until you leave that city.

“As you enter the house, give it your greeting. “If the house is worthy, give it your
blessing of peace. But if it is not worthy, take back your blessing of peace. “Whoever
does not receive you, nor heed your words, as you go out of that house or that city,
shake the dust off your feet. “Truly I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land
of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city.)

(Matthew 28:19-20 says, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the
end of the age.”) If you are doing anything other than what Jesus has already done,
or if you are doing more that Jesus has already done, you are not on the right path!
Simply join Him in doing what He has already done – that is His Work.

4. God speaks by the Holy Spirit through the Bible, prayer,
circumstances, and the church to reveal Himself, His purposes,
and His ways. If you are on the right path, you can listen, and you will hear Him; you

http://biblehub.com/john/6-29.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/10-7.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/10-13.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/28-19.htm
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can read His Word and understand; you can meditate on Him and know Him; you can
pray, and He will answer you; you can watch, and you will see Him.

5. God’s invitation for you to work with Him always leads you to a
crisis of belief that requires faith and action. ACT in faith, doing what He is already
doing – or go home.

6. You must make major adjustments in your life to join God in
what He is doing. Take that leap of faith and join Him, today, in what He is already
doing!!

7. You come to know God by experience as you obey Him and He
accomplishes His work through you.

(Taken from “The 7 Realities for Knowing and Experiencing God”, by Henry and
Richard Blackaby – published by LifeWay Press® Nashville, Tennessee.)

We must be reminded, that the walk and calling of a disciple means to give up your
life in order to have the life of Christ. We may struggle and suffer, but we will
overcome the evil that besets us in this life, in order to gain eternal life with God. Or,
we can live this life carelessly and in ease, but, lose our life.

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)

https://s7d9.scene7.com/is/content/LifeWayChristianResources/005693757_Seven_Realities_Samplepdf.pdf
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A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Teaching, Training & Commissioning

Chapter 16

A TREE AND ITS FRUIT
(False Prophets)

JJesus warns us, inMatthew 7:15-20, “Beware of the false prophets, who come to
you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will know them by
their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are
they? “So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. “A good
tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. “Every tree that
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. “So, then, you will know
them by their fruits.

We are drawing ever closer to the time when Jesus will expect you to be a fully
functioning and fully devoted follower. This teaching is representative of that, and,
comes in two parts.

The first part is a warning and a call for the Christian and disciple to use Spiritual
discernment when encountering false prophets.

The second part is also a warning, but, it is to be applied to yourself and to others. It
describes the severe consequences reserved for false prophets and deceivers.

PART I.

Verses 15-20 tells us to be on the alert because you will encounter false prophets who
take on the appearance and behavior of one of God’s own people. Jesus calls them
‘false prophets’, so we can assume they are using the moniker of pastor, prophet or
teacher.

You are being taught and instructed to watch the fruit of the lives, particularly, of
those claiming to hold the office of pastor, prophet or teacher or church leader. We,
too often, revere and elevate the man in such an office as guiltless, because of his or
her position. This can be a deadly mistake. There comes a time, when a pattern of
behavior will disclose the nature and character of the person. ('their

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/07/02/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-16-a-tree-and-its-fruit-false-prophets/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/07/02/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-16-a-tree-and-its-fruit-false-prophets/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/07/02/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-16-a-tree-and-its-fruit-false-prophets/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/07/02/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-16-a-tree-and-its-fruit-false-prophets/
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fruit'). Beware! A person bearing bad fruit is headed to destruction, and they will
take many with them.

(False Prophets, Pulpit Bullies, False Teachers, Apostasy, Heretics)

PART II.

Jesus explains the consequence in store for the false prophet or teacher, in Matthew
7:21-23, “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. “Many
will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in
Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’

Verse 23. “And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME,
YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’

A mark of a false prophet is most often accompanied by a pattern of spiritual
abuse. Spiritual abuse is a form of emotional and psychological abuse used by
pastors, (false prophets), or church leaders or even by ‘lay people’, to control, coerce,
manipulate and exploit others, in a religious context.

This abuse may include, among other methods:

 manipulation, exploitation, enforced accountability,
 censorship of decision-making,
 requirements for secrecy and silence,
 coercion to conform,
 inability to ask questions,
 control through the use of sacred texts or teaching, requirement of obedience

to the abuser,
 the suggestion that the abuser has a ‘divine’ position(i.e., ‘don’t touch God’s

anointed’),
 marginalization and/or isolation as a means of punishment, and
 superiority and elitism.

Spiritual abuse can have a deeply damaging impact on those who experience it,
especially at the hands of a trusted Christian authority figure, such as a pastor.

We are now entering into the heat of Spiritual Warfare, where peoples lives and
eternities are at stake. These false prophets must be exposed and abandoned in the
Church.

Finally, and most importantly, check yourself on these matters. Make certain you do
not possess or practice any of these traits or methods.

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/05/17/pulpit-bullies-false-teachers-apostates-heretics-the-postmodern-church/
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It is common for a person to start off right, but, when one is tempted and enticed by
their own lust, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth
death.”

Pray. Watch. Submit yourself to God.

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

(NOTE: If you suspect spiritual abuse is occurring in your church or religious
organization, you should separate yourself from the abuse and the abuser, and speak
with a superior or to an oversight organization, if there is one. Be careful not to
accuse, but to inquire.

If you have been the subject of Spiritual abuse, again, separate yourself from the
abuser and report the pattern of behavior to the church’s headquarters, ask for and
get assurances of confidentiality. And seek personal counseling.

Further reading:

CHURCH SCANDAL AND SPIRITUAL ABUSE

A CALLING OR A CULT?

THE FALSE CHURCH EMERGES

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)

https://whitestone2020.com/church-scandals-abuse/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/02/25/a-calling-or-a-cult/
https://whitestone2020.com/fractured/https://whitestone2020.com/the-false-church-emerges/
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A TUTORIAL ON EFFECTIVE SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Teaching, Training & Commissioning

Chapter 17

THE TWO FOUNDATIONS

Matthew 7:24-29 says, “Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts
on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock.

Verse 25. “And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed
against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock.

Verse 26. “Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on them, will be
like a foolish man who built his house on the sand.

Verse 27.“The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed
against that house; and it fell—and great was its fall.”

Verses 28 and 29. “When Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were
amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching them as one having authority, and not
as their scribes.”

It is fitting that within this concluding statement, Jesus tells His disciples, both, then
and now, that it is the wise man or woman, who hears His teachings and acts on them.

We must pay close attention. Jesus has warned His disciples, ahead of time, “the
rains, winds and floods are coming” and they will slam against your “house”. We
must act on His Words so that our “house will not fall because it has been founded on
the rock”.

Although, this teaching can be applied to “everyone who hears these words of His and
acts on them”, Jesus said these Words, specifically, to His disciples.

The gravity of this teaching must not slip past us.

Keeping in context of Jesus’ teaching to this point: As it was in our previous
chapters concerning “The Wide and Narrow Gates” in Matthew 7:13. “Enter through

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/07/03/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-17-the-two-foundations/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/07/03/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-17-the-two-foundations/
http://biblehub.com/matthew/7-24.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/7-25.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/7-26.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/7-27.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/7-28.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/7-29.htm
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/06/30/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-15-the-narrow-gate/
http://biblehub.com/matthew/7-13.htm
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the narrow gate; for the gate is wide, and the way is broad that leads to
destruction;

“Knowing a Tree by its Fruit”, in Matthew 7:19. “Every tree that does not bear good
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.;

So it is in this chapter, “The Two Foundations”, found in Matthew 7:24-25.
“Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on them, will be like a
foolish man who built his house on the sand. The rain fell, and the floods came, and
the winds blew and slammed against that house; and it fell—and great was its fall.”

Please, beware pastors and teachers: You are held to a stricter accountability.

Please, beware Christians and church leaders: “Whoever then annuls one of the least
of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, shall be called least in the
kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in
the kingdom of heaven.

Your righteousness must exceed that of the scribes and the Pharisees or you will not
enter the Kingdom of Heaven.

This is the concluding statement of ‘teaching-by-the-saying’ of His Word. Next,
Jesus will begin to teach us by demonstrating and performing His Word. We will see
the Word of Jesus, in action!

We must pay close attention, because Jesus has told us that, “he who believes in
Him, shall do the works He does; and he will do even greater works ; because Jesus
has gone to the Father”. (John 14:12). The kingdom is now at hand!

Your Brother and Friend

Mike Young

“Prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude
themselves.”

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/07/02/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-16-a-tree-and-its-fruit-false-prophets/
http://biblehub.com/matthew/7-19.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/7-24.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/7-25.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/James 3:1/
https://biblehub.com/matthew/5-19.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/5-19.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/5-19.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/5-19.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/5-20.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/5-20.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/14-12.htm
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Chapter 18 Episode 1

THEWORKS OF HEALING

“Says the Words; Shows the Wonders; Sends the Workers”

Jesus’ method of teaching His disciples, as we see in the Book of Matthew, is this:

 First, He teaches with words; next,
 He demonstrates His teaching with ‘works in action’; then,
 He sends His disciples to do His Works.

If Jesus had not intended His disciples to make disciples, who in turn, repeated the
process, Christianity would have ended with the death of the last Apostle. But, Jesus,
set in motion a process, by which “you shall be His witness, both in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” (see Acts 1:8)

JESUS DEMONSTRATES HIS TEACHINGS

Matthew 8:1-4, says, “When Jesus came down from the mountain, large crowds
followed Him. Verse 2. And a leper came to Him and bowed down before Him, and
said, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.” Verse 3. Jesus stretched
out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” And immediately
his leprosy was cleansed. Verse 4. And Jesus said to him, “See that you tell no one;
but go, show yourself to the priest and present the offering that Moses commanded, as
a testimony to them.”

It has now begun. Jesus, inMatthew 4:19, said, “Follow Me, and I will make you
fishers of men.”

Later, in Matthew 10, "Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave them authority
over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease and every kind
of sickness.

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/07/04/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-18-the-works-of-healing/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/07/04/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-18-the-works-of-healing/
https://biblehub.com/acts/1-8.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/8-2.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/8-3.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/8-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/nasb/matthew/10.htm
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If you are a disciple of Jesus, you are now with Him, looking closely over His
shoulder, watching and learning. You will learn at His side. You will be forever
identified as having been with Jesus.

We are now, the clay in the Potter’s Hands; as He touches our lives, we are made new,
into His image for His purpose. This is IMPORTANT to grasp.

The words, from Matthew 4:19, in the Greek translations, tell us, not only of the
urgency of Jesus’ call, but of how

the state of our lives is to be made well off. We will fare well and prosper in our soul,
by answering His call and following Him.

These words are so descriptive that you must take each definition and consider their
impact and importance:

You are entering His Kingdom of “royal power, kingship, dominion, rule. You are
being given the right and the authority to serve in His Kingdom; the royal power of
Jesus as the triumphant Messiah and the royal power and dignity conferred on
Christians in the Messiah’s kingdom.”

The definitions of this word are complimentary:

To serve, to worship, to heal, to cure, to restore to health. Jesus heals the whole
person, body, mind/will/emotions and spirit. His healing is complete. We are called
to this ministry, we will learn as His disciples, to do His Works.

Again, Jesus heals the body, the mind, the soul and the spirit of all infirmities. There
is nothing outside the reach of God, and we are on mission with Jesus. We cannot
stand idly by and watch. To be His disciple means we join God is what He is already
doing.

Jesus called these men to Himself, and He is calling you and me to follow Him, today.

This call has an urgency associated with it. It is a command in the imperative. Jesus
is saying, “Come, Now!

It is IMPORTANT that we remember Jesus was speaking prophetically then and is
speaking prophetically to us, today! This is our calling and our role as Christians,
Disciples of Jesus. He will make you, fashion you into a “fisher of men”!

I encourage you to study the details of this teaching by clicking this link “In the
Beginning”.

https://biblehub.com/matthew/4-19.htm
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/12/24/in-the-beginning/
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/12/24/in-the-beginning/
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Study the definitions of the words used, and, apply them to yourself, as you journey
into His Kingdom and prepare yourself to be on Mission with Jesus, engaging in this
Spiritual War.

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

“Prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude
themselves.”

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)
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Chapter 18 Episode 2

THEWORKS OF HEALING

Jesus Says the Words; Shows the Wonders; Sends the Workers

Jesus’ method of teaching His disciples, as we see in the Book of Matthew, is this:

 First, He teaches with words; next,
 He demonstrates His teaching with ‘works in action’; then,
 He sends His disciples to do His Works.

If Jesus had not intended His disciples to make disciples, who in turn, repeated the
process, Christianity would have ended with the death of the last Apostle. But, Jesus,
set in motion a process, by which “you shall be His witness, both in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” (see Acts 1:8)

AMAN UNDER AUTHORITY

Matthew 8:5-13 tells us, “And when Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came to
Him, imploring Him, and saying, “Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home,
fearfully tormented.”

“Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal him.” But the centurion said, “Lord, I am
not worthy for You to come under my roof, but just say the word, and my servant will
be healed.

“For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to this one,
‘Go!’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come!’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this!’
and he does it.”

“Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled and said to those who were following,
“Truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith with anyone in Israel. “I say to
you that many will come from east and west, and recline at the table with Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven; but the sons of the kingdom will be cast
out into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/08/08/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-18-episode-2-the-works-of-healing/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/08/08/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-18-episode-2-the-works-of-healing/
https://biblehub.com/acts/1-8.htm
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teeth.” And Jesus said to the centurion, “Go; it shall be done for you as you have
believed.” And the servant was healed that very moment.”

The Centurion did not make the mistake so many contemporary Christians make.
He did not assume that anything he could do would make any difference. He
humbly submitted himself to the authority of Jesus and made his request known.

Anything we ever do, in and of ourselves, is ‘wood, hay and stubble’. The Works of
Jesus are eternal, built of ‘gold, silver, precious stones’.

We are to be the yielded and still instrument of our Lord. He will do His Works
through us as we submit ourselves to Him.

Secondly, there are no obstacles which can impede the Work of God. In this case,
distance is no matter of concern.

Finally, it is the certain faith of the Centurion through which Jesus worked. It was
this faith at which Jesus marveled.

We, disciples of Jesus, enter this world of Spiritual warfare under the protection of
God, submitted and yielded to the authority of Jesus. He has prepared His Works
ahead of time that we should walk in His works - not our own works.

When we are obedient to His Word, He completes His Works through us.

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

“Prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude
themselves.”

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+3%3A10-20&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+3%3A10-20&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%206%3A13&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/quicksearch/?quicksearch=prepared+his+works&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/quicksearch/?quicksearch=prepared+his+works&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/quicksearch/?quicksearch=prepared+his+works&version=NASB1995
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Chapter 18 Episode 3

THEWORKS OF HEALING

Jesus Says the Words; Shows the Wonders; Sends the Workers

Matthew 8:14-17 tells us, “When Jesus came into Peter’s home, He saw his
mother-in-law lying sick in bed with a fever. He touched her hand, and the fever left
her; and she got up and waited on Him. When evening came, they brought to Him
many who were demon-possessed; and He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed
all who were ill.

This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: “HE HIMSELF
TOOK OUR INFIRMITIES AND CARRIED AWAY OUR DISEASES.”

*Jesus touched her hand the fever left; It is Jesus Who does the works.

*And she got up and served; Peter’s mother showed here gratitude through service.

*They brought many who were demon-possessed and ill; Jesus cast out the spirits
with a word and healed all who were ill. Jesus does His works through His disciples.
We are to lift Jesus up and people are drawn to Him.

“Jesus, Himself, took our infirmities and carried away our diseases.”

Please read and meditate on these words of Jesus from John chapter 15 as He
reiterates our roles as His disciples.

Verse 1. “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.

Verse 2. “Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every

branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit.

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/08/08/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-18-episode-3/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/08/08/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-18-episode-3/
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Verse 3. “You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.

Verse 4. “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself

unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.

Verse 5. “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in

him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.”

During most of His earthly ministry, Jesus worked through eleven disciples. Jesus
ministry and works could be multiplied by eleven.

There was estimated, in 2010, to be around 800 million Protestant Christians in the
world. Assuming these Christians truly “Abide in Jesus” that means Jesus’ ministry
and works could be multiplied by 800 million.

There is no way of knowing how many of those 800 million Protestants, or of the over
1 billion Roman Catholics, or of the 260 million Orthodox Christians or the other 28
million adherents not affiliated with a major denomination are actually “Abiding in
Jesus”, but that is not our concern.

Your concern and my concern, is that we, “Abide in Jesus, and He is in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless
you abide in Me. Jesus is the vine, we are the branches; he who abides in Jesus and
Jesus in him, bears much fruit, for apart from apart from Jesus, you can do nothing."

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do shall he do also;
and greater works than these shall he do; because I go to the Father.

John 14:12

More resources on this matter:

Power of One

Then There was One

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15&version=NASB1995
https://whitestone2020.com/the-power-of-one/
https://whitestone2020.com/2020/12/31/and-then-there-was-one/
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(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)
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Chapter 19

MISSION, FOCUS & COMMISSIONING OF A DISCIPLE

Instructions for Service

Becoming a disciple of Jesus is a calling from God. It is a difficult and trying
experience, and, at times, bewildering, despite what you might have been told. It
can also be dangerous and expensive. Dangerous in the sense that it will cost you
your life. either through transformation or through “the fiery trials”, as mentioned in 1
Peter 4:12-14. Expensive in the sense that it will likely cost you everything you had
been beforehand, and, everything you had possessed.

Difficult and dangerous as it may be, this Journey will be exciting, rewarding, full of
purpose and power. It will give you rewards, worth more than you could even
imagine to ask for.

The destination will astound you. Thousands upon thousands have gladly paid the
price and would do it again.

The Teachings of Jesus, as pointed out earlier, are antithetical to worldly standards,
practices and norms. Jesus was crucified as a sacrifice for our sins. But, as far as
the unbelieving world was concerned, it was for His controversial and counter cultural
teachings.

Jesus made it clear that if you choose to follow Him, you will have to pay the price of
a disciple, and that cost is high. Both the religious and secular worlds persecuted
Jesus and His followers because of His teachings. And, they will persecute you, too,
if you choose to be His disciple.

A careful and thorough reading of Matthew will give you the teaching you need in
order to take the first steps to becoming a disciple of Jesus. Specifically, chapters
three through chapters ten will help you focus on Jesus’ teachings, His Works
demonstrated and the commissioning and sending of His disciples.

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/08/09/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-18-mission-focus-commissioning-of-a-disciple/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/08/09/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-18-mission-focus-commissioning-of-a-disciple/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/08/09/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-18-mission-focus-commissioning-of-a-disciple/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+9%3A24-25&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+9%3A24-25&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+peter+4%3A12-14&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+peter+4%3A12-14&version=NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+19%3A16-26&version=NASB1995
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Matthew 10:1-20 says, “Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave them
authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease and
every kind of sickness.

“And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ “

“Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. Freely you
received, freely give.

“Do not acquire gold, or silver, or copper for your money belts, or a bag for your
journey, or even two coats, or sandals, or a staff; for the worker is worthy of his
support.

“And whatever city or village you enter, inquire who is worthy in it, and stay at his
house until you leave that city.

“As you enter the house, give it your greeting. “If the house is worthy, give it your
blessing of peace. But if it is not worthy, take back your blessing of peace. “Whoever
does not receive you, nor heed your words, as you go out of that house or that city,
shake the dust off your feet. “Truly I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land
of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city.

Jesus is now giving His disciples His ‘authority’ and as you progress in your training
and preparation, He will give you His Authority. Just remember, it is He Who is doing
the work through you.

And, once again, has given His disciples instructions on how they are to proceed.
This is not the conclusion of Jesus’ teaching, but, this is the conclusion of the
disciples initial preparation. It will be the same for you and for me.

A Hard Road before Them

Jesus reminds His disciples of the difficulties that await them. You would be wise to
settle your accounts and get ready for what is coming for the true disciple of Jesus.

Jesus reminds and warns His disciples, both then and now, inMatthew 10:16-23,
“Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be shrewd as serpents
and innocent as doves.

“But beware of men, for they will hand you over to the courts and scourge you in
their synagogues; and you will even be brought before governors and kings for My
sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles.

http://biblehub.com/matthew/10-1.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/10-11.htm
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“But when they hand you over, do not worry about how or what you are to say; for it
will be given you in that hour what you are to say. “For it is not you who speak, but it
is the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.

“Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise
up against parents and cause them to be put to death. “You will be hated by all
because of My name, but it is the one who has endured to the end who will be saved.

“But whenever they persecute you in one city, flee to the next; for truly I say to you,
you will not finish going through the cities of Israel until the Son of Man comes.

The Great Commission

Matthew28:16-20 tells us, ”But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the
mountain which Jesus had designated. When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but
some were doubtful. And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. “Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always,
even to the end of the age.”

The disciples proceeded.

The disciples worshiped Jesus.

Some of the disciples were doubtful.

Jesus sent them anyway, because He will be with His disciples, including you, even to
the end of the age.

Your Brother and Friend on Mission with you and Jesus,

Mike Young

Now, go. Make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that Jesus has

commanded you.

(Please remember to click the blue italicized links in each chapter, in order to get the
important details on these Bible teachings;

Also, click on the Chapter number of Title to go to the Web Version with Spotify
recording where you can listen by podcast as you read along.

http://biblehub.com/matthew/28-20.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/28-20.htm
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You can pause the audio in order to click the links for details and references which are
necessary for the entire teaching)
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FINAL NOTES &WHAT IS COMING NEXT?

Jesus’ work complete on earth, He gives a final few words of instruction and
encouragement, then sets the stage as the Last Days are now well under way.

One lesson His disciples, both then and now, should learn is that, “our struggle is not
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world
forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly
places.

“Therefore, (you are to) take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to
resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. Stand firm therefore,
HAVING GIRDED YOUR LOINS WITH TRUTH, and HAVING PUT ON THE BREASTPLATE OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS, and having shod YOUR FEET WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE
GOSPEL OF PEACE; in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will
be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. And take THE HELMET OF
SALVATION, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

“With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be
on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints. (Ephesians 6:12-18)

As a fully devoted and completely surrendered disciple of Jesus, you will be imbued
with and filled with a power so great and so transformative, that your way of dealing
with the matters of this world are, like Jesus, antithetical to this world’s ways.

AWitness, The Holy Spirit & Power

Acts 1:6-11 tells us, “So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying,
“Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them,
“It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own
authority;

https://whitestone2020.com/2021/08/10/effective-spiritual-warfare-final-notes-what-is-coming-next/
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but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be
My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the
remotest part of the earth.”

We are reminded, in Psalms 34:15-19, that,

“The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous, and His ears are open to their cry.
The face of the LORD is against evildoers, to cut off the memory of them from the
earth.

“The righteous cry, and the LORD hears, and delivers them out of all their troubles.
The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.

“Many are the afflictions of the righteous, But the LORD delivers him out of them all.”

Mark 9:21-23 ”And He asked his father, “How long has this been happening to him?”
And he said, “From childhood. It has often thrown him both into the fire and into
the water to destroy him. But if You can do anything, take pity on us and help us!”
And Jesus said to him, “‘If You can?’ All things are possible to him who believes.”

Matthew 7:7-8 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it
will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and
to him who knocks it will be opened.

Matthew 21:21-22 “And Jesus answered and said to them, “Truly I say to you, if you
have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but
even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ it will happen.
And all things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.”

John 15:7-8 “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish,
and it will be done for you.My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit,
and so prove to be My disciples

The Spir itual Blessings of a disciple, a Chr istian

1. ETERNAL LIFE: John3:14 “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son ofMan be lifted up; 15 so that whoever believes will
in Him have eternal life.

John 3:16“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 17“For God did not
send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved
through Him. 18“He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has
been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten

http://biblehub.com/john/3-14.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/3-15.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/3-16.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/3-17.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/3-18.htm
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Son of God.

2. ABUNDANT LIFE: John10:9-10 I am the door; if anyone enters through
Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. “The thief comes only
to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.

3. PROSPERITY AND GOOD HEALTH: 3 John 3:2 "Beloved, I pray that
in all respects you may prosper and be in good health, just as your soul prospers."

4. MANIFEST BLESSINGS:

1. OBEY GOD: Deuteronomy28:1“Now it shall be, if you diligently obey the
LORD your God, being careful to do all His commandments which I
command you today, The LORD your God will set you high above all the
nations of the earth.

2. IRRESISTIBLE BLESSINGS: verse 2. “All these blessings will come
upon you and overtake you if you obey the LORD your God:

3. OMNIPRESENT BLESSINGS: verse 3. “Blessed shall you be in the city,
and blessed shall you be in the country.

4. GENERATIONAL BLESSINGS: vere 4. “Blessed shall be the offspring
of your body and the produce of your ground and the offspring of your beasts,
the increase of your herd and the young of your flock.

5. NATURAL BLESSING: verse 5. “ Blessed shall be your basket and your
kneading bowl.

6. CONTINUAL BLESSINGS: verse 6. “Blessed shall you be when you
come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out.

7. PROTECTIVE BLESSINGS: verse 7. “The LORD shall cause your
enemies who rise up against you to be defeated before you; they will come
out against you one way and will flee before you seven ways.

8. OMNISCIENT BLESSINGS: verse 8. “The LORD will command the
blessing upon you in your barns and in all that you put your hand to, and He
will bless you in the land which the LORD your God gives you.

9. HOLY BLESSINGS: verse 9. “The LORD will establish you as a holy
people to Himself, as He swore to you, if you keep the commandments of the
LORD your God and walk in His ways. Verse 10. “So all the peoples of the
earth will see that you are called by the name of the LORD, and they will be
afraid of you.

10. ABUNDANT BLESSINGS: verse 11. “The LORD will make you abound
in prosperity, in the offspring of your body and in the offspring of your beast
and in the produce of your ground, in the land which the LORD swore to
your fathers to give you.

11. ESTABLISHED BLESSINGS: verse12. “The LORD will open for you
His good storehouse, the heavens, to give rain to your land in its season and
to bless all the work of your hand; and you shall lend to many nations, but
you shall not borrow.

http://biblehub.com/john/10-9.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/10-10.htm
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/28-1.htm
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/28-2.htm
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/28-3.htm
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/28-4.htm
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/28-5.htm
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/28-6.htm
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/28-7.htm
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/28-8.htm
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/28-9.htm
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/28-10.htm
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/28-11.htm
http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/28-12.htm
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12. BLESSINGS OF AUTHORITY: verse 13. “The LORD will make you the
head and not the tail, and you only will be above, and you will not be
underneath, if you listen to the commandments of the LORD your God, which I
charge you today, to observe them carefully,

The Ascension

And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and
a cloud received Him out of their sight.

And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in
white clothing stood beside them. They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand
looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will
come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.”

THE GUIDE
(Click on the image)

Your Brother and Friend,

Mike Young

What’s Next? When does the 7 year Tribuilation Begin?

Please bookmark this page and click this link for the previous chapter, “Mission,
Focus & Commissioning of a disciple”.

http://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/28-13.htm
https://whitestone2020.com/when-does-the-7-years-begin/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/08/09/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-18-mission-focus-commissioning-of-a-disciple/
https://whitestone2020.com/2021/08/09/effective-spiritual-warfare-ch-18-mission-focus-commissioning-of-a-disciple/
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